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Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!

Online Match Day Programme.

At the start of this season we are continuing with the Online Match 
Day Programme. This programme will be available on the Thursday 
prior to a home game so you can have a read before you come 
down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can 
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day 
Programme or use the QR Code displayed around the club on 
match days. The web address will remain the same all season so 
put it into your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the 
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs 
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t 
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
No hard copy programmes will be available on the day, online will 
be available on the Thursday and remain online until the following 
home game.
Check out the online version here:
CLICK HERE

http://www.dkrugby.co.uk/
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/match-day-programme
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President’s Message – season 2021 -
2022

I know all will agree that the past 18 
months have been a most painful 
experience affecting each & every one 
of us - sadly some more than others. 
In many ways it is difficult to 
comprehend exactly what has 
happened since the forced suspension 
of all sports in early March 2020. 
Indeed I‘m sure at times we may have 
thought it would never end, but, 
thankfully, we are back at last and I’m 
delighted to be able to extend a very 
warm welcome to all players, 
coaches, supporters and visitors for 
another season of rugby at Dudley 
Kingswinforrd RFC.
Despite the extended periods of 

lockdown our management team 
have been busy and you will see many 
improvements in and around the 
clubhouse and grounds. The patio 
area around the front of the 
clubhouse has been completely 
refurbished and new security gates 
have been erected at the main 
entrance. All in-line with the sound 
and prudent management structures, 
designed to underpin and develop the 
club’s vital revenue steam’s over the 
coming years.

When the 2019-2020 season was suspended 
we were riding high at the top of Midlands 1 
West which in turn rewarded us with a hard 
earned, well-deserved promotion following 
several seasons of near misses in play-off’s. 
This year we will play at - Level 5 - in 
Midlands Premier league where for the first 
time we will lock horns with – Oundle, 
Sheffield & Doncaster Pheonix. We renew 
acquaintances with – Syston, Paviors & 
Sandbach.& eagerly anticipate 
recommencing hostilities once more with 
old adversaries – Scunthorpe, Broad St, 
Burton & Nuneaton. In addition we have the 
‘spice’ of local derby games against our near 
neighbours Newport, Bromsgrove & 
Bridgnorth.
So at last we look forward to a new season 
with much anticipation as all clubs will begin 
with much uncertainty following the long 
lay-off. For our part our coaching staff have 
a strengthened the playing squad ensuring 
competition for places will be tough as 
established team members are challenged 
by emerging younger players developed 
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth 
section & successful Colts team.
One thing is certain, that there will be no 

easy games. More than ever before we 
await a new season of challenging 
competitive rugby - bring it on – oh how 
we’ve missed it!
As ever we promise all visitors a warm, 

friendly welcome & we look forward to a 
season full of hard fought rugby played 
within the true spirit of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for pre & 

post-match hospitality - all are welcome. 
Above all enjoy your visit to DK.
Ken Crane – DKRFC President
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SELECTION FROM THE GALLERY
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A few thoughts from our DoR

Darth Shill

We knew that the last two fixtures were going to be 

tough. Syston were sitting third in the league when 

we visited their Leicestershire ground. In the past we 

have had some tight battles and knew we would 

have to be on top of our game. Over the last few 

seasons they have consolidated there position in the 

league and really pushed on. A very similar club to 

ourselves they have adapted their playing style to 

what is required at this level.

We could learn a lot from them . We started well and got early points on the board. At 

the halftime point the score was all even . So many times during the break we have 

emphasised the importance of the first ten minutes of that second period and getting 

the first score.

As I have said before, the difference between chasing the game or defending a lead 

makes a massive difference. We had our chances to score first but ill discipline let us 

down. They took their opportunities and put us under pressure in the right areas of the 

park. Again a battling performance but came away with no points.

The following fixture saw us visit the already promoted, top of the table Newport. 

Again we knew it would be tough but again started well. The rest of the game reads 

very much like the previous fixture. The top sides always take their opportunities when 

on offer. They can also up the tempo and pace of the game when required. Again

another battling performance but no points.

One of the main tools we have used from a coaching perspective this season is the 

use of match video analysis. The ability to re-watch the game and to talk to the 

players with a visual learning tool has proven invaluable. One of the standout areas is 

how the better sides reset and recycle their players quickly. The importance of having 

active players even off the ball is one of the main areas we need to improve on.

With only two games left it would be easy to loose focus on any targets for the 

season. The two teams above us are only a few points ahead and both have tough 

fixtures to come.

One of those teams are our visitors today Nuneaton. We know all games any given 

week are going to be tight. But our aim must be to get maximum points from both 

games and potentially finish in a respectable 9th position.

Hopefully this attitude will make for some exciting rugby to finish the season off.

Shill
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This Summer at Heathbrook

We are pleased to anounce that our DK Rugby Summer Camp for U6 to U14 
is on!

16th, 17th and 18th August

Delivered by Touchline Sports Coaching

To book a place go to:

https://www.touchlinesportscoaching.com/

or CLICK HERE

A great summer camp for u6-u14 year olds. Book one, two or three days.

Book now for FREE, then pay on your first day of camp. £30 per day or £75 
for all three.

👧👦 Exciting News … Rugbytots Halesowen, Kidderminster and 
Bromsgrove are coming to DK!

📆 From Saturday 23rd April, Rugbytots classes will be going back outdoors!

🚀 Following on from the success during the spring/summer last year, they 
are excited to be getting back outside again!

🏟 If you would like to continue rugby over spring/summer then great news 
…Rugbytots is coming to DK for ages 2-7yrs.

🏉: Classes for 2-7yr olds

📆: From Saturday 23rd April

🔎: To enrol or to find out more:  CLICK HERE

https://www.touchlinesportscoaching.com/event-details/dudley-kingswinford-rfc
https://www.rugbytots.co.uk/Class/Find?SearchString=dy6&Radius=8000&Latitude=52.4960773&Longitude=-2.1661182
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This Season:
The Young Guns

All of the following players have featured on a 1st XV 
Team sheet this season
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Name: Stu Bratt
Team: The Mighty Micros (U6’s)

🏟 Any Previous Clubs: I’ve had more 

clubs than Tiger Woods! DK U6 to 1st 
XV, RAF, Combined Services, London 
Irish academy, Henley Hawks and 
anywhere else that offered decent 
stash.
🔹 Did you or do you play rugby, if so 

what position and who for?
🔸 I started at fullback and have 

played every position until arriving at 
the holy grail of the front row and 
have been a proud prop for 20years 
💪🏻

🔹 What made you want to be a 

volunteer at DK, what’s your 
background?

🔸 Having started my rugby journey at DK, it was a no brainer to try and give 
something back.🤩
🔹How long have you been a volunteer?
🔸 3 years coaching micros now
🔹As a volunteer, what do you find the most rewarding?
🔸There’s nothing better than seeing the smiles on the faces every Sunday 
morning, whatever the weather.🌦
🔹 Have you ever been asked any ‘funny’ questions by anyone in your team, 

past or present?
🔸 I got asked to pass once when I was 5m out. Most stupid question ever!!🙈
🔹Who is your rugby icon?
🔸 Jason Leonard 🏉
🔹 Do you, or have you had to keep take care of a special item for someone in 

your team i.e. toy?
🔸 Loads of tour mascots 🧸
🔹 And like Buddy the Elf would say …what’s your favourite colour?
🔸 Blue and Blue 💙💙
🔹 Once sentence to describe how ‘great’ it is to be back training/playing rugby.
🔸 There’s never been a better time to herd cats on a Sunday. 😺
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Well, no surprises this week, all games seemed to go to form! The next few weeks might be interesting though! Our two 
closest rivals are the two teams above us, Broadstreet and Nuneaton. We play Nuneaton on Saturday at Heathbrook, this is a 
crunch game! DK and the Nuns have exactly the same playing record, Won 9, Lost 15. Nuns are above us by virtue of their 
bonus points, Nuns have recorded 12 and DK only 8. So, what needs to happen? We could do with beating the Nuns with a 
bonus point (5pts), our last game is against bottom of the table Oundle, we also need a bonus point in this encounter. If we 
manage this then we will end on 54pts so we could do with both Broadstreet and Nuneaton slipping up in their last 2 matches. 
Nuns will have to play Newport (top of the table) in their last game, that means advantage us! Broadstreet (in 10th) will play 
Scunthorpe (7th place) and Sheffield (2nd place) to end their season. If it all goes to plan/form DK will end in 9th Place!
Come on the boys in Blue & Blue (and Sheffield, Scunthorpe and Newport!) However, as Neil Shillingford has said all season, in 
this league ANY team is capable of beating any other team on their day! I wont be putting any money on it!
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Nuneaton RFC 
TEAM SELECTION

Todays Referee David Watts-Boothby
Midlands Group

1. James Redman
2. Louis Addleton
3. Ed Hopkins
4. Ben Haywood
5. Matt Foxon
6. Tom Aherne
7. Dan Southall
8. Aron Skyrme

9. Rick Aley
10. Lucas Brindley
11. Travis Bennett-Allcock
12. Moses Liwalla
13. Elliott Brown
14. Theo Knight
15. Max Carter

16. Ethan Shewring
17. Tom Cheney
18. Charlie Smith


