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Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!

Online Match Day Programme.
At the start of this season we are continuing with the Online Match 
Day Programme. This programme will be available on the Thursday 
prior to a home game so you can have a read before you come 
down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can 
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day 
Programme or use the QR Code displayed around the club on match 
days. The web address will remain the same all season so put it into 
your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the 
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs 
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t 
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
No hard copy programmes will be available on the day, online will be 
available on the Thursday and remain online until the following 
home game.
Check out the online version here:
CLICK HERE

http://www.dkrugby.co.uk/
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/match-day-programme
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President’s Message – season 2021 -
2022

I know all will agree that the past 18 
months have been a most painful 
experience affecting each & every one 
of us - sadly some more than others. 
In many ways it is difficult to 
comprehend exactly what has 
happened since the forced suspension 
of all sports in early March 2020. 
Indeed I‘m sure at times we may have 
thought it would never end, but, 
thankfully, we are back at last and I’m 
delighted to be able to extend a very 
warm welcome to all players, 
coaches, supporters and visitors for 
another season of rugby at Dudley 
Kingswinforrd RFC.
Despite the extended periods of 

lockdown our management team 
have been busy and you will see many 
improvements in and around the 
clubhouse and grounds. The patio 
area around the front of the 
clubhouse has been completely 
refurbished and new security gates 
have been erected at the main 
entrance. All in-line with the sound 
and prudent management structures, 
designed to underpin and develop the 
club’s vital revenue steam’s over the 
coming years.

When the 2019-2020 season was suspended 
we were riding high at the top of Midlands 1 
West which in turn rewarded us with a hard 
earned, well-deserved promotion following 
several seasons of near misses in play-off’s. 
This year we will play at - Level 5 - in 
Midlands Premier league where for the first 
time we will lock horns with – Oundle, 
Sheffield & Doncaster Pheonix. We renew 
acquaintances with – Syston, Paviors & 
Sandbach.& eagerly anticipate 
recommencing hostilities once more with 
old adversaries – Scunthorpe, Broad St, 
Burton & Nuneaton. In addition we have the 
‘spice’ of local derby games against our near 
neighbours Newport, Bromsgrove & 
Bridgnorth.
So at last we look forward to a new season 
with much anticipation as all clubs will begin 
with much uncertainty following the long 
lay-off. For our part our coaching staff have 
a strengthened the playing squad ensuring 
competition for places will be tough as 
established team members are challenged 
by emerging younger players developed 
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth 
section & successful Colts team.
One thing is certain, that there will be no 

easy games. More than ever before we 
await a new season of challenging 
competitive rugby - bring it on – oh how 
we’ve missed it!
As ever we promise all visitors a warm, 

friendly welcome & we look forward to a 
season full of hard fought rugby played 
within the true spirit of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for pre & 

post-match hospitality - all are welcome. 
Above all enjoy your visit to DK.
Ken Crane – DKRFC President
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SELECTION FROM THE GALLERY
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Editors Choice - Photo of the Week 

Our Sponsors
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A few thoughts from our DoR

We showed good discipline, created scoring chances, and took the opportunity to put 
points on the board. Paviours were always going to come out and battle in the second 
period, but solid defence and good game management meant we finished the year 
with a well-earned win.
A two week break over the Christmas period gave us a chance to rest the bodies and 
look forward to the New year and a visit to Sandbach for our first game of 2022.
We had been lucky up to that point, that the dreaded “Covid word” had not really 
affected us when it came to player availability. Unfortunately, we were notified on the 
Monday that three of our players had been tested positive.
We drafted players in to fill gaps but by the Thursday evening another five cases had 
been confirmed in players and coaches. In accordance with guidelines, we felt we 
couldn’t safely field a side to send away to Sandbach.
To finish on a positive note, all players and coaches are currently fit and well and we 
look forward in welcoming Scunthorpe to Heathbrook this week. As all fixtures at this 
level, we expect a tough game. 

Darth Shill

Sponsor a DK Player
If you would like to join our 
supporters and help one of 
our DK 1st XV this season,
please contact Gail email: 
dkrfcsponsorship@gmail.co
m 💻
Look forward to hearing 
from you!

We finished 2021 on a positive note.
Paviours came to Heathbrook having shown good 
form in their previous fixtures.
With still a long list of injuries we made tactical and 
positional changes to the team.
The squad and coaches had worked hard in training 
in the build up to this fixture and this hard work paid 
dividends.
I feel the first half performance was one of the best 
we have put in this season.
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The DK 
‘Bonk’

'The Bank! Why is it there, it’s not a natural feature, so who put it there, when and why? “The bank didn’t always look like this, 
when I first joined the club the stand wasn’t there. Spectators had a 2-step tier made from paving slabs that extended almost the 
full length of the bank and in the middle, where the new stand now sits was a shed made from corrugated steel sheets.
I remember when something good happened on the pitch the onlookers who were lucky enough to fit in the shed would bang 
the metal sheets producing a sound reminiscent of thunder!
Not all my memories of the Bank are good ones. On training nights, we would be instructed to go to the far end, sprint up the
bank, run along the top towards the clubhouse and back to the start point and do it all again, sometimes with a partner on your 
back! The installation of a fence only added to the difficulty!”
But what about the when and the why? Well, to find out we need to speak to Bob McMaster. Bob has done extensive research 
and written articles on the “Industrial Heritage of DK” and I found the answer there. It goes all the way back to 1829 - the 
following is an exert from one of Bob’s articles.

Archive records for the season 1929-30 (the second season at Kingswinford) indicate that the 
club’s President was Viscount Ednam (1894-1969) also known as William H E Ward, 3rd Earl of 
Dudley, MC TD. Viscount Ednam was a member of one of the Black Country’s most prosperous 
families; his predecessors had inherited approximately 30,000 acres of mineral deposits, two 
hundred iron and coal mines, several iron works and a substantial fortune.
In the 1820s the success of the Earl’s coal mines, and in particular the Corbyn’s Hall Colliery 
located in the Pensnett area, was dependent on the ability to deliver coal to the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal as quickly as possible – the canal at that time was the most efficient means 
of distributing coal to developing industries around the country.

The means of achieving success lead to the construction of the Shut End Colliery Railway, also known as the Earl of Dudley’s 
Railway, the Kingswinford Railway or the Pensnett Railway. The railway line ran from Shut End, Pensnett, via the Dawley 
Brook area of Kingswinford and Wall Heath, to the Ashwood basin (coal wharf) located on the Staffs & Worcs canal.
The railway (the first railway to be constructed in the Black Country) opened in 1829, ran for a distance of 3.75 miles and was 
home to the Agenoria steam engine built by Foster, Rastrick & Co of Stourbridge.

When DKRFC acquired their new 1st Team rugby pitch located at the northern end of 
Penzer Street, Kingswinford, in 1928, match spectators were also in a position to 
observe the movement of Shut End rail traffic at the same time. The railway line ran 
adjacent to the pitch as it made its way towards Wall Heath.

When the club relocated to Swindon Road in 1963 a section of the disused Shut End 
railway embankment, which leads to the Ashwood canal basin, was acquired along 
with the land that was destined for conversion to rugby pitches. Today, the section of 
embankment provides a vantage viewing point for spectators and has facilitated the 
construction of a spectators’ stand.

The Agenoria (so-called after the Roman Goddess, who was supposedly the ‘Goddess of Industry’) was the very first steam 
locomotive to work in the Midlands or south of England. Today, it is the oldest locomotive on public display at the National 
Railway Museum in York.
While working on the Shut End Railway, Horatio Allen, who was touring England to acquire locomotives for the Delaware & 
Hudson Canal Co, USA, visited Rastrick of Stourbridge. He was so impressed with the Agenoria he ordered three engines. 
They were taken to the USA where one of these engines, called ‘The Stourbridge Lion’, has the singular distinction of being 
the first locomotive to turn a wheel on a commercial railroad in the United States at Honesdale, Pennsylvania. The remains 
of 'The Stourbridge Lion' are on display in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC.
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This Season:
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On December 26th 2021 we played our 
Annual Boxing Day games at Stourbridge
RFC, with a special visitor/ player:

Ian Gowland.

Ian is team captain for the Swedish 7-
man national rugby team, he has played 
rugby for 22 years and has represented 
both the Swedish 15-man and 7-man 
national teams and has as a future goal 
that Sweden will make it to the Olympics.
🏉🎾⚾️⚽️When Ian was growing up, he 
played all kinds of sports. Both his 
parents were sports teachers and 
therefore it became a natural part to do 
different types of training. When Ian was 
15 years old, he was persuaded by some 
friends to come to DK and try rugby. 
Every now and then he became attached 
to this multifunctional sport that he has 
practiced today for a full 22 years.

🏉 Rugby is a sport where the basic version is played in teams of 15 people, but is 
also available in 10-man and 7-man teams. Ian has represented Sweden in both 15-
man and 7-man rugby. He made his debut in the Swedish 15-man national team in 
February 2010 where Sweden played a match against Catalonia in Spain, a match they 
won 21-10. Since then, Ian has managed to play 31 matches for Sweden's 15-man 
team and was also captain of that team for four years before he switched to focusing 
on 7-man rugby instead. He made his debut in the Swedish 7-man national team in 
July 2011 in a European tournament in Poland where Sweden finished in second place. 
During his years in the 7-man national team, he has been a player, head coach and 
also team manager while recovering from a long-term injury (lower leg fracture).
🏉 For Ian, 7-man rugby is the perfect sport as it is a combination of speed, strength, 
skill and endurance. Just perseverance is an important part of rugby due to the short 
matches and the size of the pitch.
🏟 He may be the oldest member of the Swedish squad when he trains and plays with 
guys 20 years younger than him, but it’s the challenges, motivation and to always do 
his best to develop and drive the game going forward in Sweden.
🎽 So great to see Ian back visiting DK yesterday, and even more so in a DK shirt!
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DKRFC 1st XV Team Selection



DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC
FORGED IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

M
A

TC
H

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

Scunthorpe RFC 
TEAM SELECTION

Todays Referee Michael Hurdley
Midlands Group


