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Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!
Online Match Day Programme.
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At the start of this season we are experimenting with an Online
Match Day Programme. This programme will be available on the
Friday prior to a home game so you can have a read before you
come down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day
programme or use the QR Code at the top of the page, this will also
be displayed around the club on match days. The web address will
remain the same all season so put it into your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
Hard copy programmes are only available on the day, online will be
available on the Friday and remain online until the following home
game.
However, we do understand that some people may not be able to
access the online programme, so for a period of time a single A4
sheet will be available for those who want them.
Check it out:
CLICK HERE
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President’s Message – season 2019 2020
A very warm welcome to all players,
coaches, supporters and visitors for
another season of rugby at Dudley
Kingswinforrd RFC
Since the beginning of the year the
club has incorporated, which –
behind the scenes – has been
complex but will underpin and
secure the long-term security of the
club. The continued development
and improvement of the club’s
facilities and infrastructure has
continued. This summer has seen a
much-needed revamp and
improvement to the patio &
surrounding areas in front of the
club house. This redevelopment is
part of the on-going plan of
improvement which is intended with sound and prudent
management – to underpin and
develop vital revenue steam’s over
the coming years.
Last season was another exciting
experience for all DK followers, as
the club reached the play-offs for a
second consecutive year, narrowly
losing a close game at Paviors RFC.

Understandably this new campaign is
keenly anticipated by all. Director of Rugby
Neil Shillingford together with coaches’
Adam Blackford & Tommy Huggins have
continued to develop & hone the squad.
Competition for places will be tough, as
younger players who have been developed
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth
section & successful Colts team, challenge
for places.
This season sees us playing in a muchchanged league which in turns brings
different challenges. Despite last season’s
successes, competition continues to
increase and improve. This year we look
forward to meeting with old friends from
Whitchurch, Hereford, Stoke, Sutton
Coldfield, Worcester Wanderers, Newbold
& Droitwich. In addition, we have the
‘spice’ of local derby games against our
near neighbours Stourbridge Lions & Old
Halesonians – together with Kidderminster
& Ludlow in a league game – for the first
time. We also anticipate renewing
hostilities against ‘old adversaries’
Lichfield & Kenilworth.
One thing is certain, we anticipate that
there will be no easy games and a new
season of challenging competitive rugby is
eagerly awaited. As ever we promise all
visitors a warm, friendly welcome & we
look forward to a season full of hard
fought rugby played within the true spirit
of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for prematch lunches & post-match hospitality all are welcome. Above all enjoy your visit
to DK.
Ken Crane – 6th September 2019
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“Never give up!! Failure & rejection are only the first steps to succeeding”
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Good afternoon and welcome to Heathbrook for only our second game of the month. Storms Ciara and Dennis have definitely
reeked havoc over the last few weeks - my source in Ludlow doesn’t expect their pitches to be playable for at least a month or
even longer unless we have a drought (Unofficial & Unconfirmed) and a little further south Hereford are in a similar position.
They are scheduled to play each other today at Hereford!! Added to that we’ve got storm Jorge to contend with this afternoon.
All that said the “show must go on”
Todays visitors have had a mixed bag of results, after pushing us close last season for the play-off slot. Notwithstanding that fact
we need to keep our focus solely on this afternoons game and not dwell on the fact that we now find ourselves in third place
having suffered three defeats in our last four outings. We extend a warm DK welcome to their players, officials and supporters
and hope they have an enjoyable afternoon other than the result. I have dedicated a lot of column inches in this afternoon’s
programme to an article by Brain Moore that was recently published in “The Telegraph” relating to the recent decision by the
RFU to cut funding to the Championship and its impact on Community rugby. I will allow you to judge for yourselves.
“Championship wastes money needed elsewhere. The second tier is an uneasy combination of clubs chasing promotion of
battling for survival. English Rugby is in need of a radical reorganisation and if you disagree at least be honest and tell us how
your alternative vision is going to work. We should start with the RFU review into payments at all levels of the game . That
became a fudge and failed to grasp the the essential point that we are allowing payments to players who do not deserve them
and thus taking money out of a sport that cannot afford it. What is needed is a complete ban on any payment below the
Championship, because clubs are having to find sums of anywhere between £30,000.00 and £120,000.00 a year before they
address any other expenditure. And for what? For players who could not get anywhere near a professional contract because
they are not good enough. All this money should be spent on expanding mini/ junior and women’s sections within lower league
clubs. Not only would this make them better and bigger community clubs, it would increase the chances of producing that
smaller percentage of players with the talent to go on and play professional & international rugby. It would also help restore
what lower league rugby is meant to be about - fun; completive but fun, with friendships and lifelong memories. We are
allowing a series of local businessmen to distort the lower leagues for their own vanity - Their investment is often made solely
to steel other players developed by other clubs and advance up the leagues until they decide to end their largesse, leaving the
club to plummet and sometimes go under. How is this a good thing.? Talk all you like about frictionless promotion & relegation
with payments unregulated but tell us how you intend this to work and what you will do with the clubs that will absolutely will
become casualties. The reality of the Championship is that it is an uneasy combination of semi-professional, full professional
and barely professional clubs. They are not all in a position to survive without subsidy, never mind the challenge for promotion
to the Premiership. The average attendance at something around 1500, is below that of football’s Vanarama National league,
but in some cases its payments to players are higher. How is that sensible? Like it or not there is no value in a broadcast contract
for the Championship unless it is rolled up with the Premiership, and even then some broadcasters will say that the cost of
televising makes the overall broadcast deal more unattractive. Each year all its clubs face a battle to be promoted which
according to some estimates require them to to spend something near £7 million. As only one club can be promoted this means
a waste of money every year for clubs genuinely trying to gain promotion. What is interesting about the Championship is that a
large proportion of of clubs know they cannot gain promotion and do not want it. If they accepted that automatic promotion
should be every three years they would be in a realistic investment in players and infrastructure over a proper period of time.
This would also allow clubs who have no interest in promotion to run more efficiently. At present , the one off dash for success
wastes money and the value in the RFU supporting this myopia is limited. A better organised Championship with an enforced
amateur game below it would allow players who genuinely deserve payment whether full time or part time to be distilled into
one more competitive league which would have a concentration of England qualified players. If this was done there would be a
decent incentive for the RFU to invest more money in the Championship. Presently the the case is limited to saying it provides
somewhere to play for a small number of players who go on to have Premiership careers. What English rugby must face is the
fact that while it is one of the the richest unions in the world it also one of the largest infrastructure to fund. There are other
parts of the English game that have better claims for funding.”
Just a reminder that we are holding our Past Players Lunch on Saturday 21st March where we hope as many past players from
the club will come along for pre match lunch ahead of the league game against Stoke. Ken Crane will be co-ordinating the event
so please contact him directly to confirm your place.
As always enjoy your afternoon, support your team and respect the referee and let that DK magic loose. Irrespective of the
result please join us in the bar for a beer before you leave for home.
Gordon Bannatyne
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COMING SOON
The Club Badge
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It was whilst I was looking through the Team photos that I
started to notice the badge that appeared on some of our
playing shirts. They looked different and disappeared
completely for a time, so I went back and looked through all
the photos again and spoke to Bob McMaster to see if we
could find out how our badge has evolved over the years.
NOTE: Click on this link to see all DK’s team photos
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CLUBS FORMATION AND HISTORY
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DKRFC 1st XV Team Selection
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Newbold RFC
TEAM SELECTION
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1 Loose Head
2 Hooker
3 Tight Head
4 Lock
5 Lock
6 Blind Side
7 Open Side
8 Nr 8
9 Scrum Half
10 Fly Half
11 Left Wing
12 Inside Centre
13 Outside Centre
14 Right Wing
15 Full Back
16 Replacement
17 Replacement
18 Replacement
Todays Referee

Ben Dawes
Duzza Ziba
Ben Nuttall
Ben Thompson
Nick Walton
Tom Dixon
Kyle Furlong
Sam Thompson
Jamie Mapletoft
Josh Cooke
Lee Lightowler
Phil Read
Ethan Wookey
Manny Side
James McGill
Rob Sandercock
Dan Facer
Sam Powell

Matthew Gallagher
London Referees Society
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AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
Click on the arrow to go straight there!
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