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Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!

Online Match Day Programme.
At the start of this season we are experimenting with an Online 
Match Day Programme. This programme will be available on the 
Friday prior to a home game so you can have a read before you 
come down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can 
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day 
programme or use the QR Code at the top of the page, this will also 
be displayed around the club on match days. The web address will 
remain the same all season so put it into your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the 
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs 
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t 
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
Hard copy programmes are only available on the day, online will be 
available on the Friday and remain online until the following home 
game.
However, we do understand that some people may not be able to 
access the online programme, so for a period of time a single A4 
sheet will be available for those who want them.
Check it out:
CLICK HERE

http://www.dkrugby.co.uk/
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/match-day-programme
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President’s Message – season 2019 -
2020

A very warm welcome to all players, 
coaches, supporters and visitors for 
another season of rugby at Dudley 
Kingswinforrd RFC
Since the beginning of the year the 

club has incorporated, which –
behind the scenes – has been 
complex but will underpin and 
secure the long-term security of the 
club. The continued development 
and improvement of the club’s 
facilities and infrastructure has 
continued. This summer has seen a 
much-needed revamp and 
improvement to the patio & 
surrounding areas in front of the 
club house. This redevelopment is 
part of the on-going plan of 
improvement which is intended -
with sound and prudent 
management – to underpin and 
develop vital revenue steam’s over 
the coming years.
Last season was another exciting 

experience for all DK followers, as 
the club reached the play-offs for a 
second consecutive year, narrowly 
losing a close game at Paviors RFC. 

Understandably this new campaign is 
keenly anticipated by all. Director of Rugby 
Neil Shillingford together with coaches’ 
Adam Blackford & Tommy Huggins have 
continued to develop & hone the squad. 
Competition for places will be tough, as 
younger players who have been developed 
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth 
section & successful Colts team, challenge 
for places.
This season sees us playing in a much-

changed league which in turns brings 
different challenges. Despite last season’s 
successes, competition continues to 
increase and improve. This year we look 
forward to meeting with old friends from 
Whitchurch, Hereford, Stoke, Sutton 
Coldfield, Worcester Wanderers, Newbold 
& Droitwich. In addition, we have the 
‘spice’ of local derby games against our 
near neighbours Stourbridge Lions & Old 
Halesonians – together with Kidderminster 
& Ludlow in a league game – for the first 
time. We also anticipate renewing 
hostilities against ‘old adversaries’ 
Lichfield & Kenilworth.
One thing is certain, we anticipate that 

there will be no easy games and a new 
season of challenging competitive rugby is 
eagerly awaited. As ever we promise all 
visitors a warm, friendly welcome & we 
look forward to a season full of hard 
fought rugby played within the true spirit 
of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for pre-

match lunches & post-match hospitality -
all are welcome. Above all enjoy your visit 
to DK.
Ken Crane – 6th September 2019
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SELECTION FROM THE GALLERY
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“Winners are not people who never fail, but people who never quit.” 

Good afternoon and welcome to Heathbrook for this afternoon’s top of the table clash against today’s visitors Lichfield. 
Those of you who were privileged to watch the reverse fixture at Lichfield in October saw a humdinger with eight cracking 
tries and in the end only a penalty separated the sides as we ran out winners by 31 points to 28. Since then Lichfield have 
lost only one further game away at Newbold and then by only one point. So they are very clearly on a good run of form. If 
we are to get anything out of this afternoons encounter we will need to bring our ‘A’ game to the party???, but whatever 
the outcome it's bound to be a close encounter. As always we extend a very warm welcome to their players officials and 
supporters to Heathbrook, and hope you enjoy your afternoon but depart having left us with at least four of the league 
points on offer today. Our nine points lead at the top of the table has been whittled down to two, following narrow 
defeats against Hereford away and Kenilworth home. There is no doubt that injuries to key players missing for both of 
those games plays a big part in the overall team performance and ultimately the result. To date we have been reasonably 
fortunate that we have had very few serious injuries during the course of this season, but staying injury free at the 
business end of the season can influence the overall outcome of the final league standings. So it was good to get on the 
front foot again last weekend with a big win against a plucky and determined Kidderminster side who stuck to their task 
from the first to the last minute, and actually won the final ten minutes 12 - 7!!! In between the league fixtures we played 
the semi final of the North Midlands Cup away at Bridgnorth which gave the coaches the chance to see what some of the 
younger players can do. They didn’t disappoint and there were some very encouraging performances as they stepped up 
to the mark giving a very good account of themselves. We were well in contention until late on in the game before we fell 
away in the final ten minutes conceding two late tries to a full strength and more experienced home side. So back to the 
business in hand where we can concentrate on the league. The remaining league fixtures will pose a few conundrums 
before the season ends and I’m sure there will be many twists and turns before the final outcome in the middle of April. 
Whoever wins this afternoon will put them in the driving seat to win the league but there is still a lot of rugby to be 
played before the season ends. Hereford’s narrow defeat last weekend at in-form Kenilworth all but ends their hopes of 
getting into the top two, but they could still have a bearing on who ends up there. No one likes to go to Wyeside, 
especially in the wet and muddy conditions that prevail at this time of year, and Lichfield make that trip next weekend, 
followed by another away fixture at Kenilworth at the end of the month. Ludlow will have a bearing on who makes a top 
two finish as all three teams have to visit them which is never an easy place to get a victory in the shadow of the castle. As 
always bonus points will play their part at the final count and currently Lichfield lead the way with 14, Kenilworth 11 and 
we have 14. Anyway there is no point in getting ahead of ourselves and as the old cliche goes take one game at a time 
and focus exclusively on todays game During the Bridgnorth Cup game they ran a number events during the afternoon all 
designed to raise awareness and funds for the My Name’5 Doddie Foundation, including a bottle barrow raffle which 
raised over £500.00. Doddie Weir was a fine Scottish second row in his prime with 61 caps and a successful tour with the 
Lions to South Africa in 1997 to his name. He was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease in June 2017 and although 
extremely debilitating he is determined to see his charity raise much needed funds into the research of the disease. North 
Midlands Rugby have nominated this as their designated charity for this season so when you see Charlie Hemmings 
coming round this afternoon with bucket in hand please give generously to this worthwhile cause. Today’s Match 
Sponsors are Brindley Kia (Penn Road, Wolverhampton) who have a small selection of their range on display by the 
clubhouse entrance so do take the opportunity to pop over and have a look. We are grateful for their continued support 
and special thanks to Chris Jones from Brindley and Mike Mulvihill from Kia UK for sponsoring today’s game. We shall at 
long last be holding our Past Players Lunch on Saturday 21st March where we hope as many past players from the club 
will come along for pre match lunch ahead of the schedule league game against Stoke. Ken Crane will be co-ordinating
the event so please contact him directly to confirm your place. Finally today’s match officials make up a team of three 
with Staffordshires Ewan Leadbeater the man in the middle assisted by young match officials, Dylan Gough & Ash 
Symonds both from the North Midlands Referees Society. Welcome gentlemen, however with the greatest respect we 
hope we don’t see too much of you this afternoon because we have a free flowing game of rugby to watch. You can’t 
have failed to notice this weekend sees the second round of 6 Nations fixtures all of which are being screened live in the 
clubhouse. Be sure to check the website for dates and kick off times and come along with your mates and have a few 
drinks whilst watching the games at DK. As always enjoy your afternoon, support your team and respect the referee and 
let that DK magic loose. Irrespective of the result please join us in the bar for a beer before you leave for home. Oh, and a
little aside of Scotland vs England live on the big screen at 4:45 pm. 

Gordon Bannatyne
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Editors Choice - Photo of the Week 

Our Sponsors
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Recent History

In the last programme we reported that back in 2009 we took a photo of the whole Youth section 
with 1st XV players of the day who came down to coach the kids!
On Sunday 19th Jan we did it again!
The phrase the “DK Family” is often quoted and last Sunday (19th Jan) we saw a great demonstration 
of what it means!
Before Christmas Tom Huggins (1st XV coach) was asked if any senior players would mind giving up a 
Sunday morning to help coach players from the Youth Section. He put it to the senior players and the 
response was fantastic!
We set the date for Sunday 19th Jan, what a day! Over 20 senior players came to the club and helped 
coach the next generation. One youth coach said:
“Brilliant session for the kids and a few ideas for the coaches as well, it’s been a great morning and 
the lads have listened more and taken a lot from it”
To top it off we had a whole youth section photo in the stand, we filled it, and the U15’s were away 
playing a cup match at Telford (they won by the way).
Fantastic morning, a whole club working together having fun and learning stuff as well!
Thank you to all involved, the volunteer youth coaches, team managers and first aiders, the senior 
players (and a number of Colts, thanks Gressa) and Ian Jackson (Photos, in very difficult conditions!) 
for giving up their Sunday, Rob and Esther for managing the day, the parents for bringing their kids 
and to the 300+ DKRFC Youth players who had a great time!
The next “Big Sunday” is in the planning, Rich Gresswell (U18 Coach) is looking to bring down the 
whole Colts squad to do a similar coaching day!
“The DK Family”

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CLUBS FORMATION AND HISTORY

https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Downloads/History/The%20Formation%20and%20Development%20of_vFinal_v4.pdf
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DKRFC 1st XV Team Selection
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Lichfield RFC 
TEAM SELECTION

1 Loose Head Kev Birt
2 Hooker Steve Gabbitass
3 Tight Head Dan Taylor 
4 Lock Tom Taylor 
5 Lock Matt Cowley
6 Blind Side Cal Turner 
7 Open Side Charlie Milner (c) 

8 Nr 8 Rich Burton 
9 Scrum Half Sam Benson 
10 Fly Half Luke Massey 
11 Left Wing Tom Day 
12 Inside Centre Matt Goodhall

13 Outside Centre Chris Milner 
14 Right Wing Brad Rowlands 
15 Full Back Paul Maxwell-Keys 
16 Replacement Josh Machin 
17 Replacement Harvey Wooton
18 Replacement John Doubleday

Todays Referee Ewan Leadbeater 
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AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE

Click on the arrow to go straight there!
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