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Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!

Online Match Day Programme.
At the start of this season we are experimenting with an Online 
Match Day Programme. This programme will be available on the 
Friday prior to a home game so you can have a read before you 
come down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can 
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day 
programme or use the QR Code at the top of the page, this will also 
be displayed around the club on match days. The web address will 
remain the same all season so put it into your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the 
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs 
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t 
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
Hard copy programmes are only available on the day, online will be 
available on the Friday and remain online until the following home 
game.
However, we do understand that some people may not be able to 
access the online programme, so for a period of time a single A4 
sheet will be available for those who want them.
Check it out:
CLICK HERE

http://www.dkrugby.co.uk/
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/match-day-programme
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President’s Message – season 2019 -
2020

A very warm welcome to all players, 
coaches, supporters and visitors for 
another season of rugby at Dudley 
Kingswinforrd RFC
Since the beginning of the year the 

club has incorporated, which –
behind the scenes – has been 
complex but will underpin and 
secure the long-term security of the 
club. The continued development 
and improvement of the club’s 
facilities and infrastructure has 
continued. This summer has seen a 
much-needed revamp and 
improvement to the patio & 
surrounding areas in front of the 
club house. This redevelopment is 
part of the on-going plan of 
improvement which is intended -
with sound and prudent 
management – to underpin and 
develop vital revenue steam’s over 
the coming years.
Last season was another exciting 

experience for all DK followers, as 
the club reached the play-offs for a 
second consecutive year, narrowly 
losing a close game at Paviors RFC. 

Understandably this new campaign is 
keenly anticipated by all. Director of Rugby 
Neil Shillingford together with coaches’ 
Adam Blackford & Tommy Huggins have 
continued to develop & hone the squad. 
Competition for places will be tough, as 
younger players who have been developed 
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth 
section & successful Colts team, challenge 
for places.
This season sees us playing in a much-

changed league which in turns brings 
different challenges. Despite last season’s 
successes, competition continues to 
increase and improve. This year we look 
forward to meeting with old friends from 
Whitchurch, Hereford, Stoke, Sutton 
Coldfield, Worcester Wanderers, Newbold 
& Droitwich. In addition, we have the 
‘spice’ of local derby games against our 
near neighbours Stourbridge Lions & Old 
Halesonians – together with Kidderminster 
& Ludlow in a league game – for the first 
time. We also anticipate renewing 
hostilities against ‘old adversaries’ 
Lichfield & Kenilworth.
One thing is certain, we anticipate that 

there will be no easy games and a new 
season of challenging competitive rugby is 
eagerly awaited. As ever we promise all 
visitors a warm, friendly welcome & we 
look forward to a season full of hard 
fought rugby played within the true spirit 
of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for pre-

match lunches & post-match hospitality -
all are welcome. Above all enjoy your visit 
to DK.
Ken Crane – 6th September 2019
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SELECTION FROM THE GALLERY
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“You and your opponent want the same thing, the only thing that matters is who is prepared to work the 
hardest for it.”

Good afternoon and welcome to Heathbrook for this top of the table clash against Kenilworth. Our defeat last 
weekend at Hereford has allowed the chasing pack to narrow our lead at the top of the table to just five 
points which makes today’s game all the more interesting. The league table doesn’t lie and there is still a huge 
amount to play for with Lichfield and Kenilworth together with ourselves setting the pace, but Hereford with 
games in hand are not completely out of the running and will have a big influence on the final outcome of the 
league. Stoke with a five point deduction have probably ruled themselves out of contention but in addition to 
them Whitchurch & Newbold could still have a big say in deciding eventually who will claim the top spot.
Onto a moment of controversy regarding a refereeing decision last week at the end of the game against 
Hereford. The decision highlights a flaw in the laws surrounding front row players at this level and ultimately 
probably cost us the game. A brief resume of what occurred in those last few minutes of playing time as I saw 
it standing behind the goals we were attacking. DK had three consecutive penalty scrums within five metres 
of the Hereford line. On the third occasion the referee sin binned the Hereford loose head prop. Earlier in the 
second half the home side lost their hooker to injury. As a result the third scrum was uncontested as they had 
no front row replacement left. They also had to lose a second player form the field, keep eight men in the 
scrum and as a consequence finished the game with thirteen players. The sin binning, which was technically 
correct, took away our dominant attacking option, our scrummage, and it is my belief that the next 
contested scrum would have resulted in a penalty try being awarded, giving us a deserved win. The fine 
margins between winning & losing in sport.
Whilst my band wagon is rolling, another point of debate - those of you who were in attendance at the last 
home match against Worcester Wanderers became more and more frustrated at the visitors tactics to disrupt 
the flow of the game. Their physio was the busiest person that night attending to no less than thirteen play 
stopping injuries, some of which took several minutes to resolve. Clearly for head injuries or injuries to front 
row players preventing a scrummage restart, the referee needs to stop play immediately. But an average of at 
least two minutes per stoppage means almost thirty minutes of playing time lost. We played an extra 
five minutes in the first half but to rub salt into the wound we finished two minutes early in the second half!!! 
- Judge for yourself what action the referee should be taking. Without them we don’t have a game - good bad 
or indifferent - all we ask is for them to manage the game to see fair play.
On a more sombre note we lost two senior club members before and during the Christmas period - Tony 
Baker, passed away last month after a short illness. Way back in the nineties and early 2000’s, Tony and Beryl 
followed the first team all over the country and were always willing volunteers to help out whenever they 
could. Tony through his business, Invincible Rewinds, sponsored the playing shirts for a couple of seasons. Our 
condolences go to Beryl, daughter Joanne and son Phil for their loss.
The more senior statesmen amongst you will remember Graham Millard who sadly passed away at his home 
in London. Graham of the dodgy knees brigade, and former student of Loughborough Colleges played fly half 
for the first team way back in the mid/ late seventies and was a member of the squad that won the North 
Midlands Cup for the first time, beating Stourbridge in the final played at the Reddings in 1978. His son Dan 
played for may years through the youth section, colts and on to the seniors. Our condolences too, go to his 
wife and family at this sad time. His funeral takes place at Stourbridge Crematorium on Monday 27th January 
- 1:30pm.
Don’t forget the next Saturday may be a free league weekend but we have small matter of the North 
Midlands Cup Semi Final game away at Bridgnorth. Not certain what time kick off is, but I assume it will be 2 
o’clock to allow for any extra time as Bridgnorth dont have any floodlights. This is a repeat of last seasons final 
so get down to Riverside Park and support the boys and let’s see if we can reverse that result and make it two 
finals in a row.
Once again get behind your team, respect the referee and as always please join us in the bar after the game 
for some of our traditional grass roots rugby hospitality.

Gordon Bannatyne
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Editors Choice - Photo of the Week 

Our Sponsors
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Recent History
Back in 2009 we took a photo of the whole Youth section with 1st 
XV players of the day who came down to coach the kids! If you click 
on the image it will open in full screen, look closely, there are a 
number of current 1st XV players who were playing in youth teams!
The reason we are sharing this with you is because on Sunday 19th 
Jan we will be taking another photo, this time we have 27 senior 
players coming to help coach the kids!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CLUBS FORMATION AND HISTORY

https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Downloads/History/The%20Formation%20and%20Development%20of_vFinal_v4.pdf
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WORCESTER RFC 
TEAM SELECTION

1 Loose Head Jake Dodd 
2 Hooker Luke Truslove
3 Tight Head Harry Abell 
4 Lock Tondirayi Mpambawashe
5 Lock Nick Gerber 
6 Blind Side Sam Harrison 
7 Open Side Tom Naismith 

8 Nr 8 Mikkel Andresen 
9 Scrum Half Gareth Renowden
10 Fly Half Alexander Selby 
11 Left Wing Nyle Beckett 
12 Inside Centre Bobby Thompson (c) 

13 Outside Centre Ed Hannam
14 Right Wing Jayde Alexander 
15 Full Back Garret Bell 
16 Finishers Dave Bromfield 
17 Finishers Conner Burnet 
18 Finishers Josh Fox

Todays Referee Phil Marris
NMSRFR
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AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE

Click on the arrow to go straight there!
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