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Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!
Online Match Day Programme.
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At the start of this season we are experimenting with an Online
Match Day Programme. This programme will be available on the
Friday prior to a home game so you can have a read before you
come down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day
programme or use the QR Code at the top of the page, this will also
be displayed around the club on match days. The web address will
remain the same all season so put it into your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
Hard copy programmes are only available on the day, online will be
available on the Friday and remain online until the following home
game.
However, we do understand that some people may not be able to
access the online programme, so for a period of time a single A4
sheet will be available for those who want them.
Check it out:
CLICK HERE
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President’s Message – season 2019 2020
A very warm welcome to all players,
coaches, supporters and visitors for
another season of rugby at Dudley
Kingswinforrd RFC
Since the beginning of the year the
club has incorporated, which –
behind the scenes – has been
complex but will underpin and
secure the long-term security of the
club. The continued development
and improvement of the club’s
facilities and infrastructure has
continued. This summer has seen a
much-needed revamp and
improvement to the patio &
surrounding areas in front of the
club house. This redevelopment is
part of the on-going plan of
improvement which is intended with sound and prudent
management – to underpin and
develop vital revenue steam’s over
the coming years.
Last season was another exciting
experience for all DK followers, as
the club reached the play-offs for a
second consecutive year, narrowly
losing a close game at Paviors RFC.

Understandably this new campaign is
keenly anticipated by all. Director of Rugby
Neil Shillingford together with coaches’
Adam Blackford & Tommy Huggins have
continued to develop & hone the squad.
Competition for places will be tough, as
younger players who have been developed
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth
section & successful Colts team, challenge
for places.
This season sees us playing in a muchchanged league which in turns brings
different challenges. Despite last season’s
successes, competition continues to
increase and improve. This year we look
forward to meeting with old friends from
Whitchurch, Hereford, Stoke, Sutton
Coldfield, Worcester Wanderers, Newbold
& Droitwich. In addition, we have the
‘spice’ of local derby games against our
near neighbours Stourbridge Lions & Old
Halesonians – together with Kidderminster
& Ludlow in a league game – for the first
time. We also anticipate renewing
hostilities against ‘old adversaries’
Lichfield & Kenilworth.
One thing is certain, we anticipate that
there will be no easy games and a new
season of challenging competitive rugby is
eagerly awaited. As ever we promise all
visitors a warm, friendly welcome & we
look forward to a season full of hard
fought rugby played within the true spirit
of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for prematch lunches & post-match hospitality all are welcome. Above all enjoy your visit
to DK.
Ken Crane – 6th September 2019
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“The five S’s of sports performance are: stamina, speed, strength, skill, and spirit; but the greatest of
these is spirit.”
Good evening and a Happy New Year to all our players, members and supporters, as we embark on the first
game of this new decade, under lights against Worcester Wanderers - we extend, as always, a warm welcome
to their players, officials and supporters for this evenings match. Our visitors are having a mixed season and
whilst sitting in the lower half of the table they are well out of the relegation zone, but still need as many
points as they can accumulate to be safe. From our perspective our priority is to maintain the momentum
gained over the last few months ,if we are to achieve our goal of gaining promotion at the end of the season.
So as we enter the new decade, maybe a time to take the opportunity to reflect on our playing fortunes in the
last decade, where we’ve been, where we are now, and where we want to be. Ironically we started the last
decade in Midlands 1 West, exactly where we are now, and opened our account in 2010 with a narrow 9 - 6
home defeat to eventual league winners Burton - we finished in third place with Bournville securing the play
off slot. However they never fulfilled that fixture as the majority of their team were on a stag do In Majorca
on the weekend the game was scheduled.
The 2010-11 season saw the advent of the bonus point system introduced in to the lower league structures,
and we took full advantage of it. Still in Midlands 1 West, we went on to record an unprecedented 26 league
wins out of 26 in a promotion busting run. We scored 1219 points, conceding 324 amassing 126 league points
including 22 try bonus points. That remains to this day the most successful season in the club’s history. From
that record breaking season we still have two members of the squad still playing regular first team rugby; Stef
Shillingford and Rich Kelly. That record breaking, promotion winning season took us back into National 3
Midlands - level 5.
Whilst we had another great season in 2011-12, gaining promotion through the play offs, there was a bitter
taste left at the end whereby a semi-pro side Rugby Lions won the league but due to alleged financial
irregularities they were unable to take their promotion place and ended up withdrawing form the league
structure. So ultimately denied automatic promotion we had a home play off fixture against a strong
Lancastrian outfit, Rossendale. With the help of a great Heathbrook home support saw us win our only ever
play-off success 36 points to 27.
Onwards and upwards saw us back in National League 2 North (level 4) for 2012-13 season. With limited
resources at our disposal we had a difficult season, especially against the more powerful teams from the
north, but still managed to finish a credible 13th, and retain our league status. Alas that was the trigger for a
mass exodus of players where we lost our complete free scoring back division during the close season for one
reason or another. No club can reasonably be expected to mange such a situation, which put even greater
pressure on our limited playing resources.
I’m afraid our playing record over the next two seasons made sad reading, with only one league win in that
period resulting in two successive relegations in 2013-14 & 2014-15 with a total of only 14 league points won
during that two year period. So there we are, back where we started the decade in Midlands West 1. The
relegation slide was halted in the 2015- 16 season, where we finished comfortably in mid table.
The last four seasons have been in this league with two play off finals, both ending in disappointment - Syston
in 2017-18 and Paviors in 2018-19. So no wonder the players and coaches are setting out to avoid the play
offs this season and go all out to win the league and gain outright promotion. However as we all know sport
can be cruel, - the old clichés are sometimes the best, so it is really quite simple- take each game as it comes
and only look forward to the next game. Control what is in our sphere of influence ,what happens elsewhere
will be as it is.
A big welcome to this evenings match officials, referee David Watts-Boothby and his two assistants Lex Allen
& Nancy Wilkin-Mead, all from the North Midlands Referees Society As always, irrespective of the who you support, respect the referee, without him we don’t have a game,
respect the result and whatever the outcome, join us in the bar after the game for some traditional grass
roots rugby hospitality.
Gordon Bannatyne
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You might have noticed; we have a birthday coming up!
Whilst tidying up after the Gallis trophy in April 2019 we found a box, in that box were old books containing
minutes from committee meetings from the 20’s and 30’s. On further inspection we found a small label
saying “Minutes from Committee Meetings May 1920” but no book? Well, back into the container we went
and on top of another box was a small notebook with the label missing! We opened the book and there it
was, the very first page clearly showed the decision of the committee to form a Rugby Football Club! As one
of our past members, Erol Mason, put it, our Birth Certificate!
The decision to form a Rugby Club happened nearly 100 years ago in May 1920, we were called Harper Bean
RFC (after the company the committee members worked for). We first played at the works sports ground in
Tipton, in 1921 we moved to Castlegate in Dudley and became Dudley RFC. In 1926 we moved to Penzer
street in Kingswinford and in 1927 we registered with the RFU as Dudley (Kingswinford) RFC.
So, we are soon to celebrate 100 years as a club, watch this space for more info!
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CLUBS FORMATION AND HISTORY
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1 Loose Head
2 Hooker
3 Tight Head
4 Lock
5 Lock
6 Blind Side
7 Open Side
Nr 8
9 Scrum Half
10 Fly Half
11 Left Wing
12 Inside Centre
13 Outside Centre
14 Right Wing
15 Full Back
16 Finishers
17 Finishers
18 Finishers
Todays Referee
AR 1: Lex Allen

Tom Drew
Ben Rhodes
Alex Peel
Andy Reid
Rob Smith
Will Matthews
Dan Jones
Tom Dodge (Capt)
Nathan Pierce
Tom Biggs
Ben Llewellyn
Olly Meadows
Will Carrol
Sammy Harper
Paul Burton
Nic Lee
Sam Fitch
Chris Gill

David Watts-Boothby
AR 2: Nancy Wilkin-Mead

NMSRFR
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AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
Click on the arrow to go straight there!
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