
DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC
FORGED IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

M
A

TC
H

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 
RFC

V

WHITCHURCH

SATURDAY 7th SEPTEMBER
2019

3:00pm KO
GET IT ON 

YOUR PHONE



DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC
FORGED IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

M
A

TC
H

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

Welcome to a new season at DKRFC!
And to the 21st Century!
Online Match Day Programme.
At the start of this season we are experimenting with an Online 
Match Day Programme. This programme will be available on the 
Friday prior to a home game so you can have a read before you 
come down. It is also compatible with a mobile phone! You can 
search www.dkrugby.co.uk hit the INFO tab then Match-Day 
programme or use the QR Code at the top of the page, this will also 
be displayed around the club on match days. The web address will 
remain the same all season so put it into your favourites!
So why are we doing this?
Well there are a few reasons:
On a match day we see programmes left around, even before the 
kick-off! Online will reduce wastage.
We pay a considerable amount of money for printing, Online costs 
nothing but time and effort.
If details change after it has been sent to the printers, we can’t 
change it, with online we can make changes right up to kick off.
Hard copy programmes are only available on the day, online will be 
available on the Friday and remain online until the following home 
game.
However, we do understand that some people may not be able to 
access the online programme, so for a period of time a single A4 
sheet will be available for those who want them.
Check it out:
CLICK HERE

http://www.dkrugby.co.uk/
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/match-day-programme
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President’s Message – season 2019 -
2020

A very warm welcome to all players, 
coaches, supporters and visitors for 
another season of rugby at Dudley 
Kingswinforrd RFC
Since the beginning of the year the 

club has incorporated, which –
behind the scenes – has been 
complex but will underpin and 
secure the long-term security of the 
club. The continued development 
and improvement of the club’s 
facilities and infrastructure has 
continued. This summer has seen a 
much-needed revamp and 
improvement to the patio & 
surrounding areas in front of the 
club house. This redevelopment is 
part of the on-going plan of 
improvement which is intended -
with sound and prudent 
management – to underpin and 
develop vital revenue steam’s over 
the coming years.
Last season was another exciting 

experience for all DK followers, as 
the club reached the play-offs for a 
second consecutive year, narrowly 
losing a close game at Paviors RFC. 

Understandably this new campaign is 
keenly anticipated by all. Director of Rugby 
Neil Shillingford together with coaches’ 
Adam Blackford & Tommy Huggins have 
continued to develop & hone the squad. 
Competition for places will be tough, as 
younger players who have been developed 
from within the clubs burgeoning Youth 
section & successful Colts team, challenge 
for places.
This season sees us playing in a much-

changed league which in turns brings 
different challenges. Despite last season’s 
successes, competition continues to 
increase and improve. This year we look 
forward to meeting with old friends from 
Whitchurch, Hereford, Stoke, Sutton 
Coldfield, Worcester Wanderers, Newbold 
& Droitwich. In addition, we have the 
‘spice’ of local derby games against our 
near neighbours Stourbridge Lions & Old 
Halesonians – together with Kidderminster 
& Ludlow in a league game – for the first 
time. We also anticipate renewing 
hostilities against ‘old adversaries’ 
Lichfield & Kenilworth.
One thing is certain, we anticipate that 

there will be no easy games and a new 
season of challenging competitive rugby is 
eagerly awaited. As ever we promise all 
visitors a warm, friendly welcome & we 
look forward to a season full of hard 
fought rugby played within the true spirit 
of the game.
We are proud of our reputation for pre-

match lunches & post-match hospitality -
all are welcome. Above all enjoy your visit 
to DK.
Ken Crane – 6th September 2019
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SELECTION FROM THE GALLERY
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Pain is temporary. It may last a minute, or an hour, or a day, or a year, but eventually it will 
subside and something else will take its place. If I quit, however, it lasts forever."

Good afternoon and welcome everyone to the start of another new season which promises to be even 
more competitive than last year following our play-off defeat against Paviors way back in April.
There has been a lot going on in the close season. We have a number of new players joining us for what we 
trust will be the start of another successful league campaign. However a number of last years squad are not 
starting this coming season due to long standing injuries or short term work commitments. These include 
Conner Jones work, Matt Squires injury Jordan Brooks injury, whilst Matt Perks has left us to join local 
neighbours Stourbridge and Ben Brown has taken up a work placement in Switzerland. Danny Hawkins and 
Nick Adams have retired. In addition James Files is unavailable for the early part of the season as he is very 
fortunate to be visiting Japan during the Rugby World Cup which starts later this month.
On the positive side we welcome back Rich Kelly who was out all last season as a serious knee injury 
incurred whilst skiing and Arran Hudson makes his return to playing after a long layoff due to head injury. It 
is great to see both of them back playing. Harry Bayliss also returns to DK following his University days at 
Hartpury College, and latterly at Old Halesonians where he helped out with the coaching. We also welcome 
Josh Melvin who has joined from neighbours Wolverhampton and Matt Williams from neighbours Old 
Halesonians.
This season sees new challenges for us as we aim to take that final step and gain automatic promotion as 
opposed to the anguish of play-offs again. That maybe our ultimate goal but in order to achieve that we 
have 26 difficult hurdles to overcome, starting this afternoon with our esteemed visitors from Whitchurch. 
Having returned to this league last season they finished a very creditable fourth in the league and for a long 
time were pushing hard to gain the play-off spot, but unfortunately for them, fell away towards the end of 
the season. They are always formidable opponents and like us, I'm sure they too have ambitions and 
aspirations to progress to the next level, so we can expect yet another tough encounter this afternoon 
which will be a real test for our young and much change team.
There are four new teams in the league with Lichfield returning following their relegation from Midlands 
Premier at the end of last season. Joining them following promotions are Ludlow and Kenilworth plus near 
neighbours Kidderminster who won their play off final giving us yet another local derby which is only good 
for rugby in this area.
During summer we sadly lost a DK legend and former club captain and president Errol Mason. Errol moved 
to the Midlands as an evacuee during World War II. He eventually settled in the area and became an 
accomplished footballer in his teens, playing for Brierley Hill Grammar School and Brierley Hill Schoolboys 
in the early 1950’s. On one such occasion playing for the school under 16 team as a 14 year old against 
Dudley Grammar school he came up against a formidable centre half. As he shot towards goal he was 
clattered in the act of scoring, but in true sportsmanlike gesture the centre half helped him to his feet - he 
was none other than Duncan Edwards who as we all know went on to play for Manchester United and 
England and tragically lost his life in the Munich air disaster in 1958. Following his foray into football, Errol 
was introduced to the oval ball game of rugby football and joined DK during 1956/57 season. Within twelve 
months he was selected to play for the 1st XV at our old ground in Penzer Street, Kingswinford. Errol was 
highly regarded as a skilful and tenacious wing forward and in due course he brought commendation to the 
Club by playing for Worcester & Hereford RFU. He eventually became 1st XV captain for the 1962/63 
season and continued to play for the first team through to the 1970/71 season prior to hanging up his 
boots. Off the field of play, Errol continued to support the Club in a number of administrative posts and 
was appointed Club President from 1998 through to 2000; he was also appointed a Life Member in 2000. 
He was the driving force behind the new stand and an example of his modesty is that he named it after his 
close friend and fellow player Paul Keaton who sadly passed away too young. In honour of Errol's 
contribution and dedication to the Club there will be a 'one minute silence' prior to kick-off this afternoon.
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Editors Choice - Photo of the Week - Ouch!!!!

Our Sponsors



DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD RFC
FORGED IN THE BLACK COUNTRY

M
A

TC
H

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

Club History

Our Club was formed in May 1920
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DKRFC TEAM SELECTION
1 2 3
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WHITCHURCH TEAM SELECTION

1 Mike Oakden
2   Jake Bailey
3   Steve Bloore
4   Tom Wellesbury
5   Jon Cope 
6   Jed Towers
7   Jake Dodwell
8 Abe Spragg

9     Joe Mullock
10 Danny Nicholas

11   Tom Skone
12 Mike Gardiner
13 Luca Owens
14   Tom Davies
15 Matt Davies

16 Alex Clarke
17  Robbie Leighton
18 Scott Sturdy

Todays Referee Adam Carpenter
Staffs

Referees
Society
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AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE

Go to: 
All Photos

Go to: 
Fixtures

Go to: 
Players

Go to: 
News

Go to: 
Table

Go to: 
Midlands Division

Go to: 
Match Report

Go to: 
Preview

Go to: 
Results

Go to: 
Last Programme

Go to: 
Events

Go to: 
Last Review

https://dkrugby.rfu.club/gallery
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/gallery
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/teams/dudley-kingswinford/8225/fixtures
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/teams/dudley-kingswinford/8225/players
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/news
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/teams/dudley-kingswinford/8225/league-table
https://www.englandrugby.com/fixtures-and-results/search-results?competition=1597&team=6857&division=21478&season=2019-2020#fixtures
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/match/775332/up-and-running-in-the-league/
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/news/preview-of-week1-in-m1w
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/teams/dudley-kingswinford/8225/results
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Programme/2019~2020/Full%20Programmes/01%20DKRFC%20v%20Whitchurch%2007.09.2019.pdf
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/events
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/news/a-review-of-week-1-in-m1w
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Table

Saturday 14 September

Friday 20 September

Saturday 28 September

Saturday 05 October

Fixtures


