DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB
Est: 1920

DK has a long and interesting history going back to 1920. It is important that
we record and publish this story. It is only when we know where we have
come from that we can fully appreciate where we are!
We are lucky at DK because we have a keen, accomplished and indeed a
published historian (and retired Engineer) in Bob McMaster.
Bob has huge archives of facts and images of DK going all the way back to its
inception in 1920. He has produced articles for the Black Country Bugle and
has provided a wealth of information for our website.
If you have any information regarding this article that we might be able to
include please contact admin@dk-rfc.co.uk
Please take the time to read and enjoy!

“People without the knowledge of their past history,
origin and culture are like a tree without roots.”

Junior Rugby: Part 1
Article written and researched by Brian Platts & Bob McMaster.
Since the early 1990s DKRFC has produced players who have represented England at
various levels. In 1992 Russell Port played for England Colts (under 19 level) as did
Darren Robbins in 1993.

During December 2008 Rhys Crane played for
the full England Sevens Team at the IRB
Seven-a-Side Tournament held in South Africa.
After leaving DKRFC Rhys played for Bath RFC
and Sale Sharks in the Aviva Premiership.

Rhys Crane
Sarah Guest joined DK at Under 8 and played
at DK until she was 12. She then moved to
Worcester and at 16 moved to the Women’s
RFU Academy in Durham playing for
Darlington Mowden Park and representing the
North East. At 18 she returned to Worcester as
their first choice scrum half in the Ladies
Premiership. She went on to play for England
at U19, U20 (captain) and England ‘A’. She
also represented England Ladies at Sevens
many times around the world.
Sarah Guest

Shaun Perry, who left DKRFC to play
for Coventry RFC, Bristol RFC and
Brive RFC (France), won his first
England cap making his debut at
Twickenham against the New Zealand
All Blacks on 5th November 2006
( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yl7nhuuC268 )
and went on to win fourteen caps for
his country.
Shaun Perry
All of these DKRFC international players learned to play their rugby in the DK's Mini
Junior Section. Today, on Sunday mornings, approximately 300 boys and girls, participate
in training programmes and club matches.
The Junior Section as a whole was and is so important for the club's future success,
bearing in mind that in recent years the vast majority of the 1st XV squad developed their
interest and enthusiasm for the game of rugby whilst playing for DK youth teams prior to
their promotion to the Senior section. Needless to say, club management are very
proactive in promoting the Junior Section of the club which supports and encourages
youngsters aged four to eighteen years of age.
Junior rugby has been an integral part of the club's culture and development for many
years, but when was it first introduced to the club and how has it developed? We are very
lucky in that we have in our archives, management committee minutes and other
associated documents dating back to the club’s formation in May 1920. Bob McMaster
has painstakingly trawled through all of these records and extracted any mention of mini/
junior rugby (Under18’s). The following text contains scans of some of the extracts with a
“translation” of the handwritten entries. We are acutely aware that this does not
necessarily tell the whole story, there must be so much written and/or photographic
evidence held in people’s garages, lofts, old forgotten boxes or computers, not to mention
the wealth of anecdotal evidence of experiences, incidents and characters held in the
memories of so many people who have past and current associations with DK. If when
reading this document you suddenly remember where you kept it all these years we would
be pleased to hear from you. You can either send the information via email to
admin@dk-rfc.co.uk or post it to DKRFC, Heathbrook, Swindon Road, Wall Heath,
Kingswinford, DY6 0AW along with an explanation of what it is. You would think that
keeping historical records these days would be easy, unfortunately it is even more
difficult, much is held on computers and rarely printed out and added to the club’s
archives.
In Part 1 we look at the period between 1939 (first mention of youth rugby) up to 1972.
The following extracts taken from DK Management Committee, Selection Committee and
Rugby Committee Minutes archives, including supplementary texts, serve to indicate the
club's unyielding desire to develop Junior rugby (at the club's old ground at Penzer Street
and Swindon Road, Wall Heath) and to identify some of the club members who were
committed to the cause.
An examination of the club's archives suggests that the first Junior rugby matches (or to
be more specific Colts rugby matches for under 15’s) took place in 1939, reference
Management Committee Minutes reproduced below.
DKRFC at Penzer Street, Kingswinford
Management Committee Minutes. 11th October 1939.
“The club ran another tour in the Easter to Whitby Bay and played Rockcliffe and Percy
Park. Although Colts matches were lost, some good rugby was played and the whole
affair was a success.” Fig.1.

Fig.1: Colts matches played Easter 1939.
It is worthy of mention that whilst archive records indicate that Junior (Colts) rugby
matches were played in 1939 it is possible that such matches may have also been played
in earlier years but were never recorded.
Management Committee Minutes, 11th January, 1940.
“The strength of the Junior team had been made up mostly of Stourbridge Grammar
School boys both still at school and recently left.” Fig.2.

Fig.2: The strength of the Junior team.
Management Committee Minutes, 19th July, 1946.
“Colts. It was proposed by Mr H.L. Preedy and seconded by Mr S. Shipman that Mr R.G.
Higgs be asked to take charge of running schoolboy games and to act in a liasonary
capacity with schools. This was passed unanimously.” Fig.3.

Fig.3: Taking charge of schoolboy games.

Management Committee Minutes, 7th October, 1946.
“Shirts. The Hon. Sec. reported that he now had enough white shirts for Colts XV. Mr
Chambers proposed and Mr S. Shipman seconded a resolution that Colts XV should now
wear white shirts and that each member should buy his own from Hon. Sec. at 7/6d.each.”
Fig.4.

Fig.4: White shirts for Colts.

Management Committee Minutes, 3rd December, 1952.
“Under 15s XV. Mr H. Chambers & Mr L. Preedy had attended a meeting with the
Dudley Schools Association & had a very favourable reception with much support for the
encouragement of Rugby Football. As a result of the meeting a circular had been sent to
all Headmasters by Mr W. Greenway and up to date 61 replies had been received with
only one (DGS) being unfavourable. It was proposed by Mr K. P. Fellows & seconded by
Mr M. W. Growcott that a vote of thanks to Messrs. H. Chambers & L. Preedy be
recorded. Mr G H Preedy further reported that an evening meeting had been fixed for
Wednesday 17th December at 7.00pm at St. Thomas' School & that a meeting on the
Ground, Penzer Street was to be held at 2.00pm on Friday 19th December. It was agreed
that Messrs. Ted Richards, R. Shingler & N. Glover be approached with a few to assisting
as coaches. Mr K. P. Fellows was to notify the Press”. Fig.5.

Fig.5: Dudley Schools support for Rugby Football.
Management Committee Minutes, 7th January, 1953.
“Under 15s XV It was reported that a game had been arranged to take place on Saturday
morning 10th January 1953.”
It is worthy of mention that three schoolboys, who played for the Under 15s in 1953, came
from Rosland Secondary Modern School, Dudley, namely Bob Bloomer, John Gallis and
Cliff Watson.

Bob Bloomer was appointed captain of the Under 15s and
in due course graduated through the senior sides and
ultimately became a regular front row forward for the 1st
XV prior to hanging up his boots in 1967.

Bob Bloomer
John Gallis, who also played for the Under 15s, also
graduated through the senior sides prior to hanging up his
boots in 1978. However in the same year John became
responsible for supervising the Colts XV and with the
support of his father and brother Alan the so-called 'Gallis
Tournament' for Under 11s was created. The tournament was
held on an annual basis and was open to Under 11s teams
from other rugby clubs in the area; the winner of the
tournament being presented with the Gallis Trophy (Cup).
This tournament still runs today. In later years John was
appointed Club President in 1994-1996 and continues to
support the club in his capacity as a Life Member.
John Gallis

Cliff Watson also played for the Under 15s and
graduated through the senior sides becoming a regular
front row forward for the 1st XV. Unfortunately for
Rugby Union and Dudley Kingswinford in particular,
Cliff switched rugby codes in 1960 to play rugby league
for St. Helen's RLFC. His achievements in rugby league
are legendary, he played in two rugby league cup finals
at Wembley and also represented England and Great
Britain. Cliff finished his playing career in Australia
with Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks and finally with
Wollongong Wolves before retiring in 1974. A detailed
review of Cliff's rugby career can be found on DK's
history page entitled 'The Cliff Watson Story'.

Cliff Watson

Management Committee Minutes, 21st July, 1954.
“The Hon. Sec. reported a telephone conversation with Mr W. Greenway about the under
15s XV. He reported difficulty in obtaining replies from certain schools about fixtures but
he had been able to obtain five home and five away fixtures with Birmingham District
Clubs. He asked the committee whether they would support him in running a schools '7 a
sides' at Penzer St. at the end of the 54/55 season and whether they would consider giving
a trophy (say a cup) for this purpose. This was deferred until the next meeting.” Fig.6.

Fig.6: Under 15s '7 a sides' at Penzer Street.
During the 1958/59 season two of DK's junior players, namely David Hughes and Bob
McMaster, attended trials at Wolverhampton RFC for the North Midlands Youth Rugby
Union both players were selected to play and went on tour to Ammanford, Wales.
Figs. 7, 8 & 9.

Fig.7: North Midlands Youth 1958/59. David Hughes sitting extreme left,
Bob McMaster sitting second right.

Fig.8: Pre-match at Moseley RFC. David Hughes(L) and Bob McMaster(R).

Fig.9: Youth blazer badge presented
to both players

Cliff Davey

On the 23rd March 1960, Cliff Davey, reporting as Chairman of
the Selection Committee, felt that the time for more active support
on the playing field was now very necessary. Supporting Cliff,
W.M. 'Mac' Growcott proposed that at the
next A.G.M. the rules of the club be altered
to permit the Management Committee, at
their discretion, to award scholarships in the
form of free membership of the playing
section. The members duly obliged and on
the 21st November 1962 R. 'Bob' Chater,
Harold Ross and John 'Singh' Sudan were
awarded scholarships. Followed later by
John Davies, Bill Jones, George Pearson
and Roger Shakespeare. These boys, all of
whom attended Sir Gilbert Claughton
Grammar School, Dudley, formed the basis W.M. ‘Mac’ Growcott
of a successful Colts XV started by Jerry
Milton.

Jerry Milton.

23/3/60 Scholarships to be awarded to schoolboys (Free Memberships)
DKRFC at Swindon Road, Wall Heath.
In 1963 'RJ' Smith had taken charge of the Colts XV which included the boys from Sir
Gilbert Claughton Grammar School, Dudley, boys from Highfields School,
Wolverhampton, and later, boys from High Arcal School, Sedgley and Brierley Hill
Grammar School where Mike Carey as Head of Sport was an
enthusiast for rugby football.
'RJ' joined the club in 1946 and played in all DK' senior teams for
eleven years and as a club coach for three years and a North
Midlands referee he was ideally suited to guide the Colts. In 1966
the Colts were Winners of the North Midlands Sevens Competition
and several players received County honours. Roger Griffiths and
Bill Hart were two who played for the Staffordshire Colts, Bill also
played for the North Midlands Colts.

Mike Carey

Fig.10: DK Colts XV & R.J. Smith 1964/65.

Fig.11: RJ's rugby record is honoured in 1989 (Express & Star).

Selection Committee (SC) Minutes, 27th October, 1971.
“SC Chairman Les Smith reports: Youth - Sunday 7th
November was to be a Youth Sunday. Good opportunity with
the collapse of Stourbridge Youth XV. Schools had been
contacted. Les closed his report saying that the Selection
Committee had taken on a broader scope and were as much a
Training & Coaching Committee. General discussion resulted
and it was considered that the report was the most
encouraging report for a long time especially concerning the
Youth/Colts teams of the future.” Fig.12.
Les Smith

Fig.12: Encouraging report concerning Youth/Colts teams.
Selection Committee (SC) Minutes, 24th November, 1971.
SC Chairman Les Smith reports: “Youth- Sunday. Great success, 20 youngsters arrived
aged between 15-19. Most impressive Film Show & Training acceptable. Need for more
'senior' Colts.”
Selection Committee Minutes, 26th January,1972.
It was reported: “1. Youth team was now operative and looking for Sunday morning
fixtures. 2. J. Lamdem (17years) had been selected for the North Midlands Youth”.
This is the end of Part 1 and we leave in 1972.
It may be said that for rugby at DK, the development of Mini Rugby has been one of it’s
most important facets. In part 2 we will look at what could be said to be one of the most
significant developments for rugby at DK, the creation of a Mini/Junior section, with it’s
own Chairman and Committee. This is the point when the DK Youth section as we know
it, came into existence.

In Part 2
In the 1972/73 season, early 1973 in fact a member called Gordon Griffiths recognised
that there was less and less rugby being played in local schools and had the foresight to
approach the then Chairman of the club Les Smith and asked if he could introduce to the
club “Rugby for boys of School age based upon the Welsh Rugby Union principle”, Les
Smith believed that the club had nothing to lose so gave him the go ahead.
The idea was announced to the local community and school age boys were invited to
come to the club on a Sunday morning, but no one knew at that time the impact that this
radical initiative would have. It was reported; “It was an amazing sight to see, 180 young
lads running out of the club house anxious to get to grips with that oval ball” That first
Sunday was a resounding success beyond anyone’s expectations.

To be continued…...

