
Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Football Club 

“Forged in the Black Country” 

In 1920 

  

DK has a long and interesting history going back to 1920. It is important that we 

record and publish this story. It is only when we know where we have come 

from that we can fully appreciate where we are! 

 

We are lucky at DK because we have a keen, accomplished and indeed a 

published historian (and retired Engineer) in Bob McMaster. 

 

Bob has huge archives of facts and images of DK going all the way back to its 

inception in 1920. He has produced articles for the Black Country Bugle and 

has provided a wealth of information for our website. 

 

If you have any information regarding this article that we might be able to 

include please contact admin@dk-rfc.co.uk 

 

Please take the time to read them and enjoy! 

 

 

  

“People without the knowledge of their history,  

origin and culture are like a tree without roots.” 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@dk-rfc.co.uk


The Peter Lees Years 

 

On the 3rd of October 2021 the DK Club Shop received an email from a 

gentleman from Scarborough called Peter Lees asking to buy a DK Cap. He 

stated that “Apart from some newspaper cuttings I have nothing relating to DK 

and a cap would be great as I can wear it bowling, fishing etc.” 

We of course asked Peter why DK, and it turns out that he was an ex DK player 

from the late 60’s early 70’s and in fact he had captained the 1st XV from 1967 

to 1970. 

 

Fig:1. Honours Board, Club Captains. Located at the far end of the Clubhouse. 

 

The following resumé has been provided by Peter. 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction. 

My father played for Wakefield RFC and later was Secretary for 21 years. My 

mother did the after-match teas so from a very young age my brothers and I 

went to all the home matches. At Junior school we played rugby league from the 

age of nine. At Queen Elizabeth GS, which has a very proud reputation for 

rugby, I played in the first team for three years learning a great deal about when 

to play a variety of moves which at the time were quite revolutionary. My father 

and Wakefield members were very helpful as well. I was the club mascot from 

an early age.  

After school I trained as a teacher of English at York. I was in the last cohort of 

two-year trained teachers and found I had to move about to gain promotion 

being up against others with degrees whilst I had a certificate and a large 

amount experience. So, I started at Stanley (between Wakefield and Leeds), 

moved to Batley Boys one step up the rung and then to Rowley Regis Girls, a 

School near Dudley 

(the toughest 

school I taught in) 

as head of the 

English 

Department. I 

really learnt to 

teach there! 

At Stanley I also 

coached the school 

rugby league team. 

Watching 

Wakefield Trinity 

RL who had Neil 

Fox, Alan Skene, 

Rocky Turner and others was a great help. I incorporated many of their moves 

into my coaching the boys. The second team captain at Wakefield was also an 

enormous influence. Not only was he a veteran with a wide experience he was 

also given to humorous remarks. Once at half time as we sucked on our bitter 

lemon slices, he said “Look, we have to translate this territorial advantage into a 

numerical superiority.” As most of us looked on blankly he said “In other words 

Fig:2. Peter Lees (Back row second in from the right)  

St John’s Junior School, Wakefield 



get your f……. fingers out you lazy buggers and start scoring.” So, we did and 

won! He also instilled in me the need for forward dominance early on before 

unleashing the backs.  

 

Recollections of DKRFC 

I joined DK in 1965 when I moved to Dudley. At the 

time I was still playing for Wakefield RFC (sadly 

now no longer in existence) however I was kindly 

allowed to train at the club during the week. In 

January 1966, having married, Sandra and I settled 

in Dudley and I started to play for the third and 

second teams. In the 1967/68 season Mike Pegler 

was captain of the first XV and Don Hall the coach. 

They were a dynamic combination, and the first two 

teams were well prepared for the season. I was 

asked to captain the Extra 1st XV. At that time second teams were given such 

titles but no names, though I remember that the Wakefield second team was 

called The Virgins because no one had scored a try against them one season. 

The playing records for both teams were excellent up to Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

Fig:3. Peter Lees  

Fig:4. DKRFC 1st XV 1965~1966 

 



         1st XV     P23     W14     D1      

Extras    P19     W14     D2 

Part way through the 1967/68 season 

Mike’s work took him away and I was 

asked to captain the 1st team which I 

did from January 1968. Looking back, 

I was rather brave or foolhardy to say 

yes. I was by no means the best player 

in what was a very good side. In fact, I 

think I was more comfortable with the 

standard in the second team. Such is 

the confidence of youth! Thankfully 

the whole team came to my aid, and 

we continued the work of Mike and 

Don so that the 1st XV finished with 

a good record  

P43 (!) W 30 D 2. 

 

 I enjoyed coaching and copied moves from rugby league and the French RU 

team which worked really well. 

Much of the moves were based on 

backing up and offloading – 

keeping the ball alive. We decided 

to aim to dominate up front and 

then release the backs which 

included Roger Griffiths, Bob 

McMaster, Frank Green, Dick 

Connett, Stuart Page, Bruce 

Houston and Eric Price. How could 

we fail! The forwards included 

Bob Swan, Gerry Jones, Bob Cook, 

Peter Cox, Tony Marsh, Paul 

Keeton, Alan Ness, Errol Mason 

(who retired at the end of the 
Fig:6 Playing Record 1968-1969 

Fig:5 Playing Record 1967-1968 



season) and myself. We were a big pack and worked as a unit. It was a privilege 

and a joy to play in this team.  

43 fixtures is a lot. Would today’s professionals play so many? Especially as we 

were not allowed substitutes nor helmets, arm guards and body padding. Mind 

you we were not so crash bang, helter-skelter as today. In fact, I am sure we 

would be taken apart by today’s teams. It is a totally different game. Kicking 

directly into touch outside your 25 was ok – if in doubt kick it out! The offside 

laws round the scrum were totally different, lifting in the lineout was penalised. 

Playing the ball on the ground with your hand was illegal.  

All forwards were required to enter mauls and rucks. Not to do so saw you 

labelled as a seagull flapping on the fringes. The after-match meal, drinks and 

dances were great times however on one rare occasion things did get a little out 

of hand. I remember Matson RUFC who started a mass fight at one of our 

dances, I think they were sore at losing to us. Alan Wright (a forward who 

played for DK’s 2nd XV) had his best jacket ripped in half and I was flattened by 

the best right hook I never saw; chairs and bottles were everywhere. 

Unsurprisingly we did not play them the next season. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig:7. DKRFC 1st XV 1968-69 



The best season was the 69/70 one. We won the Worcester and Hereford Sevens, 

The Worcestershire Floodlit Competition and, best of all, the Staffordshire 

floodlit Competition.  

We were invited to take part in 

the latter when a team dropped 

out. We were not considered 

good enough originally. What 

was most satisfying was the final 

win over Lichfield. We had 

played them a couple of weeks 

earlier in the season at Lichfield 

and we were literally kicked and 

bitten out of the game. The 

referee gave us no protection and 

refused to listen to me at half 

time. I scored him 0/10 after the 

game whilst the Lichfield captain 

scored him 10/10!  

When we reached the final and knew they were to be our opponents I contacted 

the referee’s association and asked for a firm referee as we were not prepared to 

Fig:8. Playing Record 1969-70 

Fig: 9. DKRFC 1st XV 1969-1970 

J Walker,  P Cox,  R Swan,  M Batty,  R Griffiths,  P Keeton,  F Green,  T Mash. 

J Sudan,  A Ness,  R Connett,  P Lees,  G Jones,  G Hollows,  M Ashby. 



stand for another dirty game. They listened and we had Ken Pattinson who later 

went on to have a career as an international referee. It wasn’t until well after the 

final that I learned he had played for Dudley! On the evening of the match, we 

travelled by coach to Burton and we agreed that at the first sign of foul play we 

would all go in and sort out the offender.  

Just as well because straight from the kick-off Bruce Houston, our fly half 

caught the ball, kicked to touch and was felled by a very late tackle.  

As we piled in on top of the tackler Ken blew up, gave Lichfield a very strong 

warning and us a penalty. (He couldn’t very well send all of us off!) After that 

the game was very clean and we ran out reasonably comfortable winners. I was 

so pleased and proud that when I went up to collect the trophy I was so wound 

up, adrenaline pumping etc, that I forgot myself and my few words of 

acceptance included one or two words of which I am ashamed. The Lady 

Mayoress of Burton was very kind afterwards when I apologised.  

Fig: 10. Receiving the Staffordshire Floodlit Trophy from the Mayoress of Burton, 1969-70 season. 

 



For the record we won 14-6 and played most of the second half a man short (no 

substitutes in those days) as Ron Judd (prop) was off injured. Bob Swan moved 

up from the second row and Paul Keeton went from No 8 to second row.  

The team v Lichfield was: 

Dick Connett (full back) who was immense in defence that 

evening 

 

 

Roger Griffiths (wing) our points machine kicked 3 penalties 

and a conversion. When-ever he had the ball the opposition 

quaked. He had speed, swerve, side-step, great kicking ability 

and a good pair of hands.  

 

Mike Ashby (centre) a wonderfully gifted runner who scored 

the only try of the match (worth 3 points then).  

 

 

 

Geoff Parkhouse another fine centre who dovetailed 

brilliantly with Mike and Frank Green. 

 

 

Frank Green (wing) who was just as good at centre as the 

other two.  

 

 

Bruce Houston (fly half), beautiful pair of hands, great kicking 

out of hand and the ability to glide through opposition 

defences. Bruce could read the situation very well indeed and 

was so cool under pressure.  

 



Billy Hart (scrum half) the youngest member of the team (and 

showing great potential) was in the team as Gavin Hollows 

was injured; Gavin was another with a quick pass and an 

astute rugby brain.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Waltier,         Gerry Jones               Ron Judd    made up a formidable front 

row and were, unusual in those days, very good in the loose too.  

 

Peter Cox (left) and Bob Swan were the engine 

room and gave us muscle and height in the 

lineout and rampaged around the field in open 

play.  

 

Paul Keeton at No 8, was another tall lineout man who threw 

his weight about most effectively in the loose and fully 

contributed in all aspects of the game. 

 

 Allan Ness was one of the best wing forwards I had the 

pleasure of playing with; Allan tackled, harried, ran, linked 

with the backs – a complete openside.  

 

 

Myself at No 6 (blindside) had (he says modestly) one of my 

better games that night.  

 

 

 



Sorry it sounds as if most of the team should have played for England, but we 

were a very good junior side and most of the team could have played at a higher 

level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig:12a. Programme for the DKRFC Club Supper on 6th March 1970 showing trophies 

won for the season. 

Fig:11. DKRFC 1st XV 1969~1970 

 

P Cox,  C Kelly,  M Batty,  R Swan,  P Keeton,  R Griffiths,  R Cook,  R Connett. 

M Ashby,  G Parkhouse,  G Jones,  P Lees (Capt),  A Ness,  W Hart,  R Judd.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After leaving DK. 

On a personal note playing for DK was one of the best times of my life and I 

was sorry to leave but my career took me 

away. Since leaving for a job in Harrogate in 

1970 I joined Wharfedale RUFC and broke 

both my collar bones in a tackle. As I was 33 

that meant my rugby playing days were over 

by the time I had recovered so I took up 

cricket playing for a local village team and 

the Ripon CC as a slow off spin bowler. Like 

most of us time caught up with me and, at 50, 

when I found that by the time I had bent down 

to field a ball it had already hit me on the 

shins and bounced back away from me. So, I 

retired from cricket and took up flat green 

bowling to please my wife Sandra. We both 

enjoy playing bowls even after 20 odd years 

and have formed a very successful 

partnership. I played for Yorkshire indoors 

Fig:13. Peter Playing for Yorkshire 

Fig:12b. Programme for the DKRFC Club Supper on 6th March 1970 showing 

Menu, Toasts and Guests. 



and outdoors until recently. Sadly, Sandra has not bowled for three years as she 

is suffering from Rheumatoid Arthritis. As there are bowlers aged 90 playing 

locally, I reckon I have a few more years of bowling left in me, fingers crossed. 

 

Finally, I have to say that I would love to visit the club which has changed 

beyond recognition since the 1960s/70s, however, living in Scarborough means 

that I find driving a long distance very tiring. Never-the-less I do keep in touch 

with Bob McMaster and the club via the club’s website and Facebook.  

My regards to all club members and best wishes for the future as Dudley 

Kingswinford RFC go forward, I am proud to have been a member of the club 

and a long-standing supporter.  

Peter Lees.  

October 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig:14. Peter wearing his new DK cap with pride! 



Footnote: 

Peter kept meticulous records of the seasons he was captain. These records 

are held in 2 books where he has recorded who played, scores and scorers and 

newspaper cuttings showing reports of each game. These documents have 

been scanned and included in the DKRFC Historical Archives on the club’s 

website. 

They can be accessed via INFO – Club History or by clicking on the links 

below: 

1st XV Playing record Season 1968~1969 

 

 

1st XV Playing Record Season 1969~1970  

 

 

If any reader or former/current member of DK has recollections of the Peter 

Lees years, or any other season, the club would be pleased to hear from you. 

Please contact Brian Platts on dkrfc1920@gmail.com  or Bob McMaster on 

admin@dk-rfc.co.uk alternatively telephone 01384 287006  

Thank you. 

https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Downloads/History/Peter%20Lees_Team%20Playing%20Record%201968_1969.pdf
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Downloads/History/Peter%20Lees%20Team%20Playing%20Record%201969_1970.pdf
mailto:dkrfc1920@gmail.com
mailto:admin@dk-rfc.co.uk
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Downloads/History/Peter%20Lees_Team%20Playing%20Record%201968_1969.pdf
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/Media/dkrugby/Downloads/History/Peter%20Lees%20Team%20Playing%20Record%201969_1970.pdf

