Dudley Kingswinford
Rugby Football Club

DK has a long and interesting history going back to 1920. It is important
that we record and publish this story. It is only when we know where we
have come from that we can fully appreciate where we are!
We are lucky at DK because we have a keen, accomplished and indeed a
published historian (and retired Engineer) in Bob McMaster.
Bob has huge archives of facts and images of DK going all the way
back to its inception in 1920. He has produced articles for the Black
Country Bugle and has provided a wealth of information for our
website.
If you have any information regarding this article that we might be able
to include please contact admin@dk-rfc.co.uk
Please take the time to read them and enjoy!

“People without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture
are like a tree without roots.”

The DKRFC Badge.
Article researched and written by Bob McMaster & Brian Platts

Whilst looking at various team photographs from years gone by, we
noticed that the design of the club badge, that appeared on team shirts in
the early years had changed and for several seasons it disappeared
completely. Needless to say, we revisited the photographs to see if we
could determine when and how our shirt badges and our blazer badges
have evolved over the years.
NOTE: Click on this link to see all DK’s team photographs

The earliest photograph we could find with a badge on the playing shirt
was this 1st XV team photograph from 1933-34. (Fig:1), club colours,
Gold and Navy Blue Hoops. (Gold and Navy Hoops? See article “Club
Jerseys (Shirts) from 1920 to 2020” for an explanation)

Fig 1: Team Photo 1933-34

The photograph is on display in the club's Committee Room (Fig:2).

Fig 2: DK Committee Room

Understandably the quality of the photograph isn’t great, however on
closer examination (Figs:3 to 5) it's clear that the shirt badge is oval in
shape, like a rugby ball, and you can definitely identify the letters D and
K intertwined with two other other letters believed to be FC.
Collectively the letters read DKFC.

Fig 3: Blown up section from Fig 1

Fig 4: Blown up section from Fig 1

Fig 5: Blown up section from Fig 1.

A set of intertwined letters, where have we seen that
before? The Barbarians founded in 1890, 30 years
earlier; intertwined letters BFC.

We believe our club badge
might have been designed in
the same way i.e. intertwined
letters (Fig:5a)

Figure 5a: Could this be the badge?

In the following season 1934-35
we appear to have the same oval
badge (Fig:6) but again the quality
is poor.

Fig 6: From Team Photo 1934-35

Notice that the shirts so far have been the familiar Hoops, but were
Gold and Navy Blue. However, just prior to the Second World War the
shirts became plain white with some shirts displaying the oval badge,
(Fig:7)

Fig 7: Team Photo 1937-38

However, in 1938-39 the
hoops were back (Fig:8).

Fig 8: Team Photo 1938-39

But then another
photograph from the
same season also
shows the 1st XV in
the plain white shirts
again with some shirts
again, displaying the
badge (Fig:9).
Fig 9: Team Photo 1938-39

Fast forward now to
1946-47, plain
white shirts
(Fig:10).

Fig 10: Team Photo 1946-47

But this time we can see a badge that we
can identify (Fig:11). A rectangular badge
with an oval rugby ball shape within and
the letters DKRFC inside.

Fig 11: DKRFC Badge

Just as a side note we located a letter in the club’s archives which was
addressed to the RFU asking permission to buy a set of shirts. It appears
that during and straight after WW2 you could not buy shirts because of
the restriction of raw materials.
The following season, 1947-48 we are still in plain shirts, but the badge
has disappeared again! (Fig:12)

Fig 12: Team Photo 1947-48

Interestingly, you can now see a contrast between the colour of the shirt
and collar. Examination of DK archives indicates that on 11th October

1948 a decision was made to purchase two sets of shirts for the 1st and
2nd XV teams, the shirts were to be Cambridge Blue with white collars.
The coloured shirts were retained through to the end of the 1955-56
season.
In the 1956-57 season we see the return to hoops (Fig:13) albeit not
Gold and Navy as in earlier days. The colours are now Cambridge Blue
and Navy, note that there is still no club badge.

Fig 13:Team Photo 1956-57

Fig 14: 1st & 2nd Team trials 1959-60

The photograph in Fig 14 shows 1st and 2nd XV trials, the 2nd XV

wearing red shirts, note that there are no numbers on the back of the
shirts (this photograph was taken by Bob McMaster’s father with his
new camera loaded with colour film! Bob is in the centre of the picture,
wearing hoops and walking from right to left).
We now must wait for over 30 years before the appearance of a club
badge. This is now getting into familiar territory, the photograph of the
1st XV in 1988-89 (Fig:15) shows a badge like our present one (and a
very young Brian Platts sitting, third from the right!)

Fig 15:Team Photo 1988-89

The difference is that the shirt badge, in outline, is now an integral part
of the shirt. It is to be noted that there was no coloured infill at this time.
(Fig:16)

Fig 16: Blown up from Fig: 15

This coloured photograph (Fig:17)
appeared in 1990, notice that the
badge is still in outline without the
colour infill.

Fig 17: First Colour Photo

We then have to wait until 1994-95 to see
the badge with coloured infill, the bottom
half now has a Sky Blue background and
the top half has a Navy Blue background
(Fig:18).
Fig 18: Badge Filled in.

The badge from 1996-97
(Fig:19) shows the name of the
club beneath it i.e. Dudley
Kingswinford RFC in red as it is
on all our merchandise.

Fig 19: Badge from 1996-97

And now up-to-date, January 2020, the
1st XV shirts have the DK badge, Navy
infill on the top with the bottom half
infilled in Sky Blue. (Fig:20)

Fig 20: The DK Badge 2019-20

Well you would think that that’s it, but you would be wrong, stuff like
this is rarely that simple!

If you look at the current badge (Fig:21)
it has a Castle with 3 turrets and a Boar's
Head beneath it.

Fig 21: Current Badge

However, if you look at the Badge
mounted externally on the clubhouse
wall adjacent to the patio (Fig:22) you
will see that the Castle and Boar's Head
are in different positions i.e. Boar's Head
is positioned above the Castle (2 turrets)

Fig 22: Badge on the Patio

as it is on the glass door panel as
you enter the Penzer Street Lounge
(Fig:23).

Fig 23: Penzer Street Lounge

The same Boar's Head and Castle
layout was used on plaques (Fig:24).
that were presented to other clubs
when DK were on tour.

Fig 24: Club Plaque

Tottonians RFC (Southampton)

Portsmouth RFC

The same layout was used to produce the club's first Blazer badge which
can be seen in one of the club's memorabilia display cabinets (Fig.25). It
is worthy of mention that the Castles in Fig's 22,23 & 24 have 2 turrets
whilst the club's current badge shown previously (Fig:21) has 3 turrets.
So when was the design of the club's badge changed? Well, thanks to
Bob we think we might know the answer! But before we go into that,
here is another question, why was a Castle, a Boars Head and Stylised
River included in the design? The most commonly given answer is that
the Castle is of course synonymous with the historical castle located in
Dudley. So, that's the ‘Dudley’ taken care of, but what about the Boars
Head and Stylised River. Well, the Boars Head and Stylised River could
be a breakdown of the name Kingswinford, i.e. Kings-Swine-Ford.
Firstly, the King bit: the first mention of Kingswinford is in the
Doomsday Book of 1086 when it was called 'Svinesford'. In fact, the
entry is 'Rex tenet Svinesford' or 'The King Holds Svinesford' and in
1322 it was referred to as 'Kyngesswynford'.
Secondly, the Svinesford or Swinford bit refers to a Swine's Ford, a
place where Swine (or wild Pigs) crossed the river or in our case, the
Dawley Brook which runs beneath the Swindon Road and onwards
adjacent to our rugby pitches towards the Golf Range nearby. So that’s
where the Boar's Head (wild Pig) and the Stylised River come into it.
Dudley Castle and the place where the Kings Swine Forded the brook!
Simple!

As said previously in this article there were very few instances of
badges appearing on shirts in earlier years, but as with many rugby
clubs after the war years,
Blazer badges were a must!
This is where we are lucky to
have Bob McMaster who has
managed to locate a number
of blazer badges (and ties)
from year’s past and present
and produced a magnificent
display cabinet (Fig.25) for
the club.
Fig 25: Display Cabinet

The cabinet houses a number
of blazer Badges and ties. The
earliest badge (Fig:26) shows
the Boar’s Head with a red
tongue located above the
Castle and is believed to have
been produced in the late 50’s.
This particular badge belonged
to Bob McMaster which he
acquired in the 1958/59 season
when playing for the 1st XV.
Fig 26: Earliest Blazer Badge

Moving from left to right, the
second badge on display (Fig:
27) was donated by Bob
Bloomer (former 1st XV
player) and is basically the
same as the badge shown in
Fig.26 but with a rugby ball
included.

Fig 27: Badge with Rugby Ball

We know about the third badge (Fig:28), yes, it’s Brian Platts who
bought it in the late 80’s. This particular badge was designed by club
member Ian 'Ianto' Jones who
joined DK in 1984. At that time
the club didn’t have a blazer
badge so Ian created this one in
1986 based on a previous design
from 1978. As can be seen the
Castle, which is located above
the Boar’s Head, has 3 turrets
instead of 2 (if you look at the
ruins of Dudley Castle today it
only has 1 turret but could well
have had 2 but not 3, but it does
add a design symmetry). The
Fig 28: Badge from the 1986
Stylised River has been added and the
Boar’s tongue is still red.

Back in 1978 DK celebrated it’s 50th anniversary but surely if we are
100 years old in 2020, which we are, the 50th should have been in
1970? Well, in 1978 the celebration was 50 years of being known as
Dudley Kingswinford RFC. Remember in 1920 we were known as
Harper Bean RFC, in 1921 we became known as Dudley RFC and in
1927 we were registered with the RFU as Dudley (Kingswinford) RFC.
In 1928 the brackets were removed, and we were then known, and are
still known, as Dudley Kingswinford RFC. So technically the 50th
anniversary celebrations in 1978 were correct! So, with the 1978
celebrations in mind Dan Opel, a former member of DK, designed a
new badge in preparation for the celebrations.
Dan, who came to the Midlands from the Merthyr Valley in
Wales, lectured at Dudley Tech for 15 months before moving to Chance
Tech College where he lectured for 30 years and eventually became
head of Dept of English and Communication Studies. Chance Tech
eventually amalgamated to become Sandwell College of Further and
Higher Education.
Dan joined DK in1964 and played on the wing or alternatively at fullback for the Wanderers; he played his last game in 1982 at the age of 46.
Dan was also a
talented artist
as can be seen
from this mural
he painted at
his home in
Bardi, Italy
where he now
lives having
left the UK in
2013. (Fig:29)
Fig 29: Dan Opel at his home in Italy

In (Fig:30) you can see Dan’s original design/artwork for the new badge
which he developed in 1978.
Note that the Boar's Head is
now beneath the Castle which
has 3 Turrets.
The finished design can be
seen on the 50th Anniversary
tie (Fig:31) and celebratory
Banner displayed at the club
(Fig:32).
The Banner was designed by
David Spinks, another playing
member of the club.
Fig 30: Original Artwork by Dan Opel

Fig 31: 50th Anniversary Celebration Tie

Fig 32: Banner outside the Clubhouse

Donated to the club by Richard
Connett, former 1st XV Captain and
club President, the fourth badge
(Fig:33) located in the display cabinet
was a radicle re-design, in quarters!
The Castle top right (3 turrets), Boars
Head bottom left (notice the red eye),
Stylised River bottom right and the
DK colours top left. The club member
and ex-player responsible for this
design in the 1990s was Peter Stinton.
Fig 33: Quartered Badge

The fifth blazer badge (Fig:34),
donated to the club by former
1st XV Captain Ben Connett, is
fundamentally the same design
as Peter Stinton’s badge albeit
Twickenham ’99 has been
included. The design of the
badge was overseen by former
Director of Rugby Gordon
Bannatyne and was produced to
celebrate DK's achievement
and participation in the NPI
Cup Final at Twickenham
Stadium in 1999; we lost, but
what a day!

Fig 34: Quartered Badge for Twickenham

And finally, the sixth badge, the most up-to-date Blazer badge (Fig:35).
When Mandy and Brian Platts took over the club shop in 2011 there
were no Blazer badges available at that
time, so they went about designing a
new one. This is the original artwork
from the company that they used.
(Fig:36)

Fig 35: Current Blazer Badge

Fig 36: Artwork for current Blazer Badge
Badge

They also looked at having gold braid (Fig:37). They also had the logo
on a Pin Badge, Tie pin and cufflink set.
(Fig:38)

Fig 37: Gold Braid
Fig 38: Pin Badge, Tie Pin and Cufflink set

All available in the shop! 😊

Did I say finally?
Things are always moving forward, this badge is used for our website
and social media outlets, it was originally designed by Adam Blackford,
club member, former player and head coach (Fig:39)

Fig 39: Badge used on the
club website

Fig 39a: Badge used on the club
website in our Centenary Year
2020

This plaque was made by Phil (Taff) Coles to
celebrate DK’s 100th Year in 2020. The detail is
burnt into a Whisky Barrel Lid.

So, let’s try finally again!
Well here is some serious speculation!

In May 1920 a group of guys got together in the works canteen of
'A. Harper, Sons and Bean' in Tipton
and decided to form a Rugby
Football Club.
This original document (Fig:40)
shows the first match played was on
Saturday the 9th October 1920 v
Birmingham 2nd XV, we lost 13-3.
The name of our team was Harper
Bean!
Fig 40: First ever game as Harper Bean RFC

So, is it not un-reasonable to assume that
our first badge may have been the logo
(Fig:41) used by the Harper Bean
company? We should also remember that
the earliest mention we have of shirt
colours was Navy Blue and Gold Shirts!
Fig 41: Harper Bean Logo

This article has been written and researched in good faith by Brian Platts and Bob
McMaster. If you are a former member or have family ties with DK, and have further
information or even possess a badge or photo, we would love to hear from you!
Please contact admin@dk-rfc.co.uk and we will get back to you!

