
 Dudley Kingswinford  

Rugby Football Club  
   

  

 A Brief History of DK.  

   

DK has a long and interesting history going back to 1920. It is important 

that we record and publish this story. It is only when we know where we 

have come from that we can fully appreciate where we are!  

  

We are lucky at DK because we have a keen, accomplished and indeed a 

published historian and retired Engineer in Bob McMaster.  

  

Bob has huge archives of facts and images of DK going all the way 

back to its inception in 1920. He has produced articles for the Black 

Country Bugle and has provided a wealth of information for our 

website.  

  

If you have any information regarding this article that we might be able 

to include please contact admin@dk-rfc.co.uk  

  

Please take the time to read them and enjoy!  

  

   

“People without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 

culture are like a tree without roots.”  

  

 



Philip Solari and DKRFC.  

 

 

In 1960 former player and member of DK rugby club, Charles Kenchington, raised the 

question of selling the club’s ground at Penzer Street, Kingswinford and moving elsewhere 

(the ground at Penzer Street was only sufficient for two pitches and therefore there was no 

room for future expansion/development of facilities). Charles believed the club should get a 

minimum on sale of the ground of £20,000. Early in 1961 Club President George Higgs 

reported that local farmer Philip Solari was prepared to sell to the club 9 acres of farmland  

(which included the remnants of an old mineral railway embankment) located at Swindon 

Road, Heathbrook, Wall Heath.  

 
  

After much heart-searching, an Extra-ordinary General Meeting of the members resolved 

that the purchase be confirmed and that the old ground located at Penzer Street be sold. The 

club’s Management Committee subsequently appointed a Sub-Committee to negotiate the 

purchase of the new ground at Heathbrook (with sufficient land for three full-sized rugby 

pitches and more) for an agreed figure of £8,000; the old ground at Penzer Street was 

auctioned off in May 1962 for the sum of £34,000 (the ground destined for housing).  

  

Fig. 1. Philip Solari (1914 - 2013)   



  

  

   

Development of the farmland at Heathbrook proved to be very costly owing to the large 

amount of levelling undertaken by earth moving machinery and the whole area had to be 

ploughed up and seeded, inclusive of a cricket pitch laid with special turf. The outcome 

meant that in 1963 the rugby club had three first-class pitches, a first-class cricket pitch, a 

magnificent clubhouse, six changing rooms with three community baths, a Steward’s Flat 

and an old mineral railway embankment that provided for excellent terracing for viewing 1st 

XV and Representative matches. The new pitches, clubhouse and associated facilities were 

officially opened on the 11th of September 1963, by A.G. Butler, Esq., President of the 

Rugby Football Union.  

  

Fig. 2. The 9 acres of land purchased from Philip Solari in 1963.   



  Fig. 3.  Aerial view of DK pitches, clubhouse, changing rooms and grounds, circa 1980s.  

Philip Solari, an entrepreneur and farming innovator was born in 1914, brother to elder sister  

Mary and elder brothers Frank and Jack; his father, John, was owner and landlord of The  

Prince Albert Public House located on the High Street, Wall Heath. Mary, educated at 

Oxford University, qualified as a Professor, Frank joined the Civil Service and in due course 

joined the RAF and Jack became a Power Station Engineer on the Isle of Man. All three 

brothers were educated at King Edward VI Grammar School, Stourbridge.  

Having left school, Philip initially worked as an auctioneer for King’s in Stourbridge and 

was responsible for running the ‘produce’ market prior to developing his own successful 

potato merchant business which supplied fish and chip shops and other businesses across the  

Midlands throughout the 1930s. In 1940 he took on his first potato farm tenancy at Stourton 

Farm, Greensforge Lane, Stourton (locally known as poverty bank) and in 1947 he 

purchased his first bit of land from the Earl of Dudley’s estate; he later purchased nearby 

Chasepool Farm, Swindon and then Heath House Farm at Beckbury in Shropshire. It is 

worthy of mention that the 3rd Earl of Dudley, MC TD., also known as Viscount Ednam, 

was appointed DK’s Club President for three seasons i.e., 1929/30 through to 1931/32. 

Furthermore, it was the Earl’s predecessors who oversaw the construction of the mineral 

railway (embankment) referred to above which opened in 1892.  



As Philip was not from farming stock, he always questioned everything and thought that 

there must be different and more efficient ways of doing things; he did not always find the 

answers he was looking for and was certainly not afraid to seek advice from others.  

Keen on soil management and nutrition Philip realised that ‘light’ farming soil needed to be 

fertilized with manure which in turn would help to improve its quality and increase the 

volume of vegetables (potatoes) produced. He subsequently developed a pig farming 

business which operated alongside his potato business. Typical of other efficiency 

improvements that were developed and implemented by Philip: the world’s first four-row 

potato planter and two-row potato digger, the storage of potatoes indoors and the design and 

development of a potato elevator to aid storage activities. On the pig farming front, Philip 

invented and built the Solari pig farrowing pen which led to major strides in improving 

animal husbandry and piglet welfare. He then developed two pig rearing and fattening units, 

one installed at Chasepool Farm and the other installed at Heath House Farm; both units 

became demonstration units for ‘best practice’. Philip, a stalwart member of the NFU 

Wolverhampton & Stourbridge (W&S) Group, served on numerous committees working at 

grass roots and national level to benefit the industry; he was also an active member on the 

Potato Marketing Board’s research and development committee.   

Following Philip’s death in 2013, aged 98, the Secretary of the NFU W&S Group said … 

‘We have lost our oldest surviving member, but his name will always be synonymous with 

the great strides made to feed the nation which British agriculture undertook in the post-war 

period’.   

Away from farming Philip was a keen rugby player as were his two elder brothers, Frank and 

Jack, all having learnt to play rugby whilst studying at the grammar school, Stourbridge.  

Upon leaving school, Frank and Jack played for DK’s 2nd and 1st XVs for three seasons i.e.  

1929/30 through to 1931/32.  

 

Fig. 4. DK 2nd XV v Wednesbury at Penzer Street, Kingswinford, 

28th December, 1929 

  
  



It will be noted that team members shown in Fig. 4. include brothers Frank and Jack, 

however there is a third ‘unknown’ Solari, namely E. Solari, who unfortunately cannot be 

accounted for at this time and is the subject of further research and investigation.  

The match programme, shown in Fig. 6. takes us back to the 1934/35 season, Saturday,  

March 16th. Stourbridge v Dudley Kingswinford playing at Stourbridge’s old ground at 

Vicarage Road, Wollaston; match result, Stourbridge 6 - DK 3, noting that Philip and Frank 

were playing that day. In later years, having hung up his boots for the last time, Philip 

became a Trustee of Stourbridge RFC and was appointed President for the 1955/56 season.   

  

  

  

  

Following the end of the 1931/32 season, club  

records make no mention of  Frank   and  Jack   or  

their younger brother Philip, however, it is  

known that Frank continued to play rugby  

having moved to join his brother Philip at  

Stourbridge RFC.    

  

  

  

  

  

Fig. 5. DK 1st XV v Northfield at Penzer  

Street, Kingswinford, 9th January, 1932.  

  

Fig. 6. Stourbridge v DK 1st XV at Vicarage Road, Wollaston, 16th March, 1935. 

 



A comment in the local press, following Philip’s demise in 2013, informs us that Philip had 

played in Stourbridge’s undefeated team which had won all its matches during the 1933/34 

season; the feat had yet to be equalled’.   

Fast forward to 2016, reference ‘The May MacMaster Memorial Ground’, a sports field (also 

known as the Scout Ground), located next door to the rugby club between the old mineral 

railway embankment and the Mile Flat road nearby. The club, wishing to obtain additional 

training grounds/facilities for it’s expanding Youth Section took the opportunity to use the 

Memorial Ground for two seasons prior to leasing the land in 2018. It is interesting to note 

that the land for the Memorial Ground was originally purchased by Kenneth J G 

MacMaster (husband of May) from the 3rd Earl of Dudley’s estate (alias Viscount Ednam) 

in 1947, the same year that Philip Solari purchased his bit of land from the same estate. It is 

known that Kenneth MacMaster was a close friend of Philip Solari.   

 

In 2019 DK appointed Gail Evans as Marketing & Sponsorship Executive for the club 

having previously held the post of Development Officer at Wolverhampton Grammar School 

(an independent co-educational school). Whilst at the school she became acquainted with the 

three Solari sisters, daughters of Graham Solari (son of Philip) and in due course became a 

Fig. 7. An aerial view of DK rugby club and the Memorial   ( Scout)  Ground.   



part-time business assistant at Phillip Solari Ltd, Chasepool Farm Offices, Chasepool Road, 

Swindon. What a small world!  

Footnotes:  

The old mineral railway embankment, referred to above, is the subject of one of DK’s 

historical articles which provides an insight into the club’s Industrial Heritage. The article, 

entitled ‘The Famous DK Bank’, can be accessed via INFO - Club History alternatively by 

clicking on the link below. https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/club-history  

For those readers who are interested in the industrial heritage of the Black Country it’s worth 

mentioning that the Mile Flat road referred to above was used by iconic motorbike 

manufacturers AJ Stevens & Co and Sunbeam Cycles (of Wolverhampton) for ‘speed trials’ 

in preparation for international speed championships during the early 1900s. Furthermore, 

word-of-mouth, suggests that the Mile Flat may have been used in the past (by the Lyttelton 

family of Hagley Hall, Hagley) as a light aircraft landing strip.  

Finally, one more mention of Philip Solari. Phillip’s potato merchant business, which was 

developed in the 1930’s eventually became a Private Limited Company in 1958; name and 

address registered at Companies House: Philip Solari (Potatos) Limited, Mile Flat, Wall 

Heath.  
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Sincere thanks to Richard Solari (son of Philip), Miles Edge, Commercial Director of  
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above article.   

If any reader or former/current member of DK has recollections of Philip Solari or his 

brothers, the club would be pleased to hear from you. Please contact: Bob McMaster on 

admin@dk-rfc.co.uk or Brian Platts on dkrfc1920@gmail.com alternatively telephone 

01384 287006.   

https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/club-history
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/club-history
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/club-history
https://dkrugby.rfu.club/information/club-history

